Oil rises as dollar falls, gas averages $3.89 


Read Aruba Today Business Pages B8 & B9 



Aruba 

celebrates 

Queen’s 

Birthday 



ORANJESTAD - The Queen s 
official birthday (Queen’s 
Day, koninginnedag) in the 
Netherlands is celebrated 
each year with parties, street 
markets, concerts and special 
events for the royal family on 
April 30. 

On August 31, 1880, Princess 
Wilhelmina was bom in The 
Hague. She was the last child of 
King William III and the only 
child to outlive him. On August 
31, 1885, and on the same 
date each year after that public 
birthday celebrations were 
held for her. The occasion was 
originally known as Princesses 
Day (Prinsessedag) and became 
known as Queen’s Day in 
1890 after Wilhelmina became 
Queen following the death of 
her father. On August 31, 1902, 
people in the Netherlands 
heard that Queen Wilhelmina 
had recovered from typhus and 
Queen’s Day became a tme 
public celebration. 

On September 6, 1948, 

Wilhelmina’s daughter, Juliana 
became queen and from 1949, 
the Queen’s Day celebrations 
were moved to April 30, her 
birthday. On April 30, 1980, 
Beatrix, Juliana’s daughter, 
became queen. Her birthday 
is on January 31, but the date 
of Queen’s Day remained the 
same as a way of honoring 
Juliana. Hence, Queen’s Day 
is the Queen’s official birthday 
and the anniversary of her 
coronation. □ 
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Tornadoes Ravage South; Death Toll Passes 295 



By ROBBIE BROWN 
© 2011 New York Times 
PLEASANT GROVE, Ala. 

- The death toll continued 
to climb Thursday following 
the barrage of severe weather 
that ripped through the South, 
leaving behind a trail of flat¬ 
tened homes and buildings in 
an region already battered by 
storms. 

Gov. Robert Bentley of Ala¬ 
bama said Thursday that at least 
194 people had died in his state 
because of the storms, bring¬ 
ing the total number of people 
killed to at least 295 across six 
states. Hundreds - possibly thousands - of people 
were injured, officials said. 

Tornado watches were issued Thursday by the Na¬ 
tional Weather Service along nearly the entire East 
Coast - from Georgia to the Boston area - a desig¬ 
nation that carries with it the possibility of severe 
storms and winds in excess of 100 mph. 

“We expect an eruption of tornadic activity and thun¬ 
derstorms along a boundary moving along the East¬ 
ern seaboard,” said Mike Mach, a National Weather 
Service meteorologist. 

States of emergency had been declared from Ala¬ 
bama to Virginia. The National Weather Service said 


Thursday that the deaths were the most since a torna¬ 
do outbreak killed 315 people in 1974. And hundreds 
of thousands of homes were without power. 
President Barack Obama, who is scheduled to vis¬ 
it Alabama on Friday,’ said at the White House on 
Thursday that “the loss of life has been heartbreak¬ 
ing, especially in Alabama.” He said the federal gov¬ 
ernment “will do everything we can to help you and 
we will stand with you as you rebuild.” 

W. Craig Fugate, the administrator of the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, was in Alabama 
on Thursday afternoon, touring areas damaged by 
the storms and meeting with Bentley. 

In addition to Alabama, there were at least 33 deaths 


in Mississippi, and The Asso¬ 
ciated Press reported 14 deaths 
in Georgia, 33 in Tennessee, 
eight in Virginia and one in 
Kentucky. 

Mach said that while the pre¬ 
cise number of tornadoes 
spawned Wednesday evening 
was still being investigated, he 
said that it was “safe to say that 
it was in excess of 100.” 

In Pleasant Grove, a suburb of 
Birmingham, nearly all trees 
are down in the middle-class 
residential community, and 
roads have been blocked by the 
police. Most houses have been 
destroyed, some tom off their foundations. Cars had 
been flipped onto their sides. 

The large metal sign of the Pleasant Grove United 
Methodist Church had been knocked at a 45-degree 
angle. 

Sharon Blue, 57, a real estate appraiser, said she 
had barely survived - huddled in her laundry room, 
clutching her two dogs, Sugar and Anna, and pray¬ 
ing. 

That room was one of the only ones in her one- 
story red-brick house that had not been destroyed. 
The house’s roof was blown off and shifted on its 
foundation. □ 
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Get a FREE Alhambra T-Shirt 

when you earn 500 points 
today with your 
Alhambra Advantage Card! 

Alhambra cap may be substituted for t-shirt. 
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Where 7\ruba goes to play! 

Open daily IOam to 4am • J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 • 583.5000 • www.easinoalhambra.com 

Must be an Alhambra Advantage member. All programs and promotions are subject to change or cancellation without prior notice. 


• TOMORROW • 

Don’t miss Super BINGO Saturday! 

$1,000 in CASH PRIZES & Progressive Bingo! 


Sports Bor % GriM 

Open daily 6pm to 2am 
Happy Hour from 6 to 8pm 

SPORTS ROOK 

Bet on all your favorite sports! 
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In one stroke, a new Obama national security team 


By ERICA WERNER 
and ROBERT BURNS, 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON Seeking to 
tame wars overseas and bud¬ 
get deficits at home, President 
Barack Obama announced a 
major remake of his national 
security team Thursday aimed 
at ensuring leadership conti¬ 
nuity during a perilous time. 
His own re-election approach¬ 
ing, Obama turned to a cast 
of familiar and respected of¬ 
ficials for the most sweeping 
reworking of his national se¬ 
curity team since the opening 
weeks of his presidency. 

He nominated CIA Director 
Leon Panetta to replace De¬ 
fense Secretary Robert Gates 
when Gates makes his long- 
planned retirement this sum¬ 
mer, and he proposed send¬ 
ing Iraq and Afghanistan war 
commander Gen. David Pe- 
traeus to head the CIA. 

The changes, which require 
Senate approval, come as the 
Obama administration con¬ 
fronts numerous national se¬ 
curity challenges at home and 
abroad, including finding a 
way out of the increasingly 
unpopular war in Afghanistan 


and making politically risky 
cuts to the Pentagon budget. 
“These are the leaders that 
I’ve chosen to help guide us 
through the difficult days 
ahead,” Obama said in the 
White House East Room with 
Gates, Panetta, Petraeus and 
other top officials by his side. 
“I will look to them and my 
entire national security team 
for their counsel, continuity 
and unity of effort that this 
moment in history demands.” 
Also present were longtime 
diplomat Ryan Crocker, 
Obama’s pick to be the new 
U.S. ambassador in Afghani¬ 
stan, and Petraeus’ proposed 
replacement in the war theater, 
Marine Corps Lt. Gen. John 
Allen. Allen is deputy com¬ 
mander of U.S. Central Com¬ 
mand, which oversees U.S. 
military operations across the 
Middle East. 

Demonstrating a unified ad¬ 
ministration, Vice President 
Joe Biden and Secretary of 
State Hillary Rodham Clinton 
stood with Obama and his new 
team. 

Gates and Obama’s four new 
nominees took turns speaking 
after the president, several of 


them delivering grave mes¬ 
sages about the challenges 
confronting a nation trying to 
extricate itself from overseas 
conflicts even while burdened 
with crushing budget deficits. 
“Today we are a nation at war, 
and job one will be to ensure 
that we remain the strongest 
military power in the world, 
to protect that security that is 
so important to this country. 
Yet this is also a time for hard 
choices,” said Panetta, who’s 
being installed at the Pen¬ 
tagon in part because of his 
background as White House 
budget director in the 1990s. 
“It’s about ensuring that we 
are able to prevail in the con¬ 
flicts in which we are now en¬ 
gaged, but it’s also about be¬ 
ing able to be strong and disci¬ 
plined in applying our nation’s 
limited resources to defending 
America. None of this will be 
easy.” 

Obama’s choice of Panetta, 
who was budget chief under 
Democrat Bill Clinton, sug¬ 
gests the president sees Penta¬ 
gon budget-cutting as a major 
issue. 

Gates, who oversaw a turn¬ 
around in the Iraq war in 2007 
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President Barack Obama stands with outgoing Defense Secretary 
Robert Gates, left, and Defense Secretary-nominee Leon Panetta, 
in the East Room of the White House in Washington, Thursday, 
April 28, 2011, as he introduced his reworked reworked national 
security team. 


and pushed for a bigger troop 
commitment in Afghanistan 
last year, is known to believe 
that his cost-cutting initia- 


(AP Photo/Charles Dharapak) 

tives are the most important 
features of the legacy he will 
leave after more than four 
years in office.□ 



• Fish Soup 

• Onion Soup 

• Conch Fritters 

• Escargot 

• Salad 



• Fresh Catch of the Day 

prepared by our local chef just the way you like it. 


• Jumbo Shrimp from our local waters, 
breaded served with potato or rice or 
with garlic tossed over linguine. 


• Filet Mignon* 8 oz. US Tenderloin 


• Grilled Boneless Chicken Breast 


• Chocolate or Banana Cake 

• Ice Cream 


• Coffee / Tea 

This special cannot be used with any 
other promotions, vouchers or certificates. 

* A surcharge of $2 will be added. 


3-course dinner 

$ 24-?i 



Open daily 5:00 pm -10:30 pm 
(Closed on Tuesdays) 
Klipstraat12 • Tel: 583-2515 


























Some blacks see racism in Hirthei' questions 


By SONYA ROSS, 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON Shortly 
after President Barack Obama 
declared himself an American- 
born citizen with papers to 
prove it, Baratunde Thurston 
declared himself a disgusted 
black man. 

“I find it hard to summarize 
in mere words the amount of 
pain and rage this incident has 
caused,” Thurston said. 


“This” would be the nation’s 
first black president stand¬ 
ing in the White House, blue 
power suit and all, going on 
TV to debunk, in more detail 
than before, the persistent, 
he-ain’t-really-an-American 
rumors fanned anew by Don¬ 
ald Trump, the developer and 
might-be presidential candi¬ 
date. 

Many African-Americans re¬ 
sponded to Wednesday’s scene 


with a large sigh. The rumors 
and the controversy had a par¬ 
ticular, troubling resonance 
for them: They’ve seen, heard, 
lived, the legitimacy of black 
people being called into ques¬ 
tion so many times before 
that, they said, they weren’t 
shocked to see it happen to 
Obama over something as 
simple as a birth certificate. 
But they were sad about it, 
too, seeing what they felt was 



HYATT REGENCY BLACK JACK TOURNAMENT 


Join us Saturday April 30, 2011 as you tempt Lady luck at our Black Jack Tournament starting at 6.00 PM 


Many different cash prizes guaranteed 

1 st Winner $1200 

2 nd Winner $600 

3 rd Winner $300 

4 ,h -7 lh Winners $100 


SIGN UP FEE 
$10 RE-BUY FEE 


Sign up for your Players Advantage Club Card and receive $10 Free Play. For more information about the 
Blackjack Tournament please contact our Players Advantage Club at 586-1234 ext. 4583. 
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A HYATT RESORT AND CASINO 


Visit hyattregencyaruba.com. Hyatt. You’re More Than Welcome. 


$10 Free Play; valid on date of enrollment only; please present valid photo ID (Driv er license or Passport). Hyatt reserves 
the right to alter or withdraw this program at any time without notice. HYATT, Hyatt Hotels & Resorts & and Hyatt Re¬ 
gency® Aruba, designs and related marks are trademarks of Hyatt Hotels Corporation. <02011 Hyatt Corporation. All 
rights reserved 



President Barack Obama gestures as he speaks at a Democratic 
party fundraiser, the third of three such events he attended in one 
night, in New York, Wednesday, April 27, 2011. 

(AP Photo/Kathy Willens) 

motivated dis of Obama at 
the hands of Trump and the 
“birther” movement. Fleet¬ 
ing thoughts about boycotting 
Trump’s hotels and casinos, or 
pressuring advertisers to pull 
away from Trump’s “Celeb¬ 
rity Apprentice” reality TV 
show bounced around Face- 
book and Twitter, the barber¬ 
shops, the suites and the cor¬ 
ner. 

Much of it was just a notion, 
however. 

At the end of the day, many 
blacks said they remained at 
a loss for how best to process 
the falsehood that just won’t 
die. 

Obama said he had “watched 
with bemusement” as people 
kept alive for two years the 
idea that he might have been 
born outside the United States 
and therefore wasn’t eligible 
to sit in the White House. □ 



a high-level manifestation of 
the idea that when a black per¬ 
son accomplishes something 
great there must be something 
wrong. 

“The stress of feeling con¬ 
stantly called into question, 
constantly under surveillance, 
has emotional and physical 
consequences for us,” said 
Imani Perry, a professor at 
Princeton University’s Center 
for African American Studies. 
“It also puts us in the position 
of not being able to be con¬ 
stituents, with respect to our 
politicians, because we feel 
we have to constantly pro¬ 
tect the president. ... You see 
people attacking him, and he’s 
the president, what happens 
to those of us who are not the 
president?” 

This week, black people strug¬ 
gled to deal with what many 
of them perceived as a racially 
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BOTTOM FISHING fir 


& 




FOR RESERVATIONS 

Call: 744-4036 or 745-4847 


»§ BOTTOM FISHING SS 



Morning Tours: 


INCLUDES: 


From 8:30am until 12:30pm 
Tuesday ■ Thursday - Saturday 
Lunch at Sea, rum punch, refreshment’s 
and fishing gear. 




AFTERNOON TOURS 

From 2:00pm until 6:00pm 
Saturday 

INCLUDES: . Rum Punch 

• Refreshment’s 

• Bait and fishing gear 


PER COUPLE 

WHEN YOU BR |N G THIS AD! 


SNAPPER, TRIGGERFISH, GROUPER AND MORE AWAIT YOU WHILE CRUISING ALONG THE COAST, OR ENJOY 
A RELAXING BOAT RIDE AND THE CARIBBEAN BREEZE ON OUR UPPER DECK. 


Excitement builds for next-to-last shuttle launch 



NASA workers leave the top of the rotating service structure next 
to Space Shuttle Endeavour at the Kennedy Space Center at Cape 
Canaveral, Fla. Thursday, April 28, 2011. Space Shuttle Endea¬ 
vour and six crew members will launch Friday April 29th on its 
final mission. 


By MARCIA DUNN, 

AP Aerospace Writer 
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. 

- On the eve of the next-to- 
last space shuttle launch, 
thousands of people streamed 
to the region for a chance to 
watch Friday’s fiery spectacle. 
Adding to the fever-pitch ex¬ 
citement: The first-ever visit 
by an entire presidential fami¬ 
ly. Also watching Endeavour’s 


(AP Photo/Marta Lavandier) 

final liftoff will be the shuttle 
commander’s wounded wife, 
Rep. Gabrielle Giffords. The 
crowd estimate surged Friday 
to 700,000 — or more — as 
people scrambled to witness 
a launch before NASA closes 
out the 30-year era of space 
shuttle flight this summer. 
“This is something that is on 
everybody’s bucket list,” said 
Rob Varley, the area’s top 


tourism official. “For many 
people, it’s like ‘Uh-oh. We 
only have two more chances 
to see one.’” 

Discovery’s final launch in 
February also drew large 
crowds — but that was a mere 
400,000. 

“People standing on their cars, 
standing at all these different 
locations, things we prob¬ 
ably haven’t seen since the 
late 4 60s when we were go¬ 
ing to the moon,” said NASA 
flight director Jeff Spauld¬ 
ing. “That in itself is kind of 
awe-inspiring.” As the count¬ 
down entered the final hours, 
forecasters revised their take 
on Friday afternoon’s weath¬ 
er. There was a 30 percent 
chance that low clouds or 
stiff crosswind could force a 
delay, a slightly deteriorating 
outlook. The storm that pum- 
meled the South was expected 
to reach central Florida late 
Thursday — although not 
nearly as strongly — and be 
well past by the time NASA 
starts fueling Endeavour at 
dawn Friday. Q 
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FILE - In this Feb. 28, 2011, the Chrysler logo is displayed on a 
new 2011 Chrysler Sebring at a dealership in Burlingame, Calif. 
Chrysler said Thursday, April 28, 2011, it will take out bank loans 
and sell debt later this quarter to repay $6.6 billion in bailout 
loans from the U.S. and Canadian governments. 

(AP Photo/Paul Sakuma, file) 

Chrysler to repay $7.5B 
of government bailouts 

By TOM KRISHER, 

AP Auto Writer 

DETROIT - Chrysler will take out bank loans and sell bonds 
to repay $7.5 billion in bailout money from the U.S. and Cana¬ 
dian governments, another sign that the company is recovering 
from its near collapse in 2009. 

Details about how much Chrysler will borrow from banks and 
the size of the bond sale are being worked out. Terms could be 
disclosed Monday. 

Chrysler plans to repay the government loans this quarter 
through a refinancing package. The deal would allow Chrysler 
to return a big chunk of the money to the U.S. and Canada, 
which loaned the company the money two years ago to help 
it survive bankruptcy. The refinancing also allows Chrysler to 
save millions of dollars in interest payments, and is a major step 
toward an initial public stock offering that could come late this 
year or in early 2012. 

Chrysler has come a long way since slipping into bankruptcy 
protection two years ago. It has since slashed costs and is sell¬ 
ing more vehicles, such as the popular Jeep Grand Cherokee 
SUV, big improvements for a company whose survival was 
once in question. 

Chrysler has been trying for months to refinance the govern¬ 
ment loans, which cost the company $1.2 billion in interest pay¬ 
ments last year.Q 
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Menu Turistico 

3 course dinner 

$21.95 p.p. 

Open daily from: 
5:30-11:00 p.m. 


A unique outdoor dining experience in the 
tropical garden at the poolside terrace. 
Enjoy tasteful pastas, pizzas and seafood 
specialties prepared with the freshest 
ingredients. 

Manchebo Beach Resort & Spa 
Behind the Alhambra Casino 

For reservations call: 582 3444 
E-mail: giorgios@manchebo.com 


































































Kiwanis Aktion Club organizes a successful Egg Hunt 



ORANJESTAD - Kiwanis 
Club of Aruba had organized 
an Aktion Club for adults 
with special abilities at Son- 
risa to give them an additional 
chance to develop their talents 
and leadership abilities. 

This group has been organiz¬ 
ing fundraisers like Movie 
Nights and selling Soft and 


Snacks every week to earn 
money to carry out the proj¬ 
ects that they like. Last year, 
they started with the Projects 
to entertain kids for Easter and 
Christmas. 

This year again Aktion Club 
organized a party for children 
of Casa Cuna and for the two 
groups of Sonrisa kids to en¬ 



tertain them for Egg Hunt. 
All Snacks were prepared 
by the members themselves 
and beautifully handcrafted 
showpieces were given away 
to participating children to 
enthuse further enthusiasm in 
them. 

With such a successful project 
for 2nd year in a row, Aktion 
Club has shown that they are 
well on their way to fulfill the 
motto of the Club, ‘Develop¬ 
ment has no disability 




Name: 


Phone; 


of Residence: ___ 

•„ nrrter to be entered to win a 
’of our raffle drums locatedI in ^ 

= place every quarter. Winn 

cnecial offers from Renais 


Complete the form i 

• r j ace 


Country < 

•Required fields I 

deposit in one o 

Raffle will take ] 


r n "ceMa“landWartetplace. 

■ notified by phone or e-n 


RENAISSANCE 2 

.KURA RESORT RASING 


HOP INTO A CAB TO CITY CENTER AND 

WIN A TRIP 

FOR TWO BACK 
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For more information ask your taxi driver 
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During the Easter Week 



Families Enjoy Amazonia’s Hospitality 




PALM BEACH — The Ryans, the Segars and 
the Reichelts, from Alexandria Virginia, stay¬ 
ing at the Aruba Marriott Resort & Stellaris 
Casino and at the Westin Aruba Resort congre¬ 
gated at Amazonia Churrascaria for a festive 
dinner celebrating AJ’s 9th birthday and Jef¬ 
frey’s 14th birthday. They have been enjoying 
a great family vacation on the island visiting 
the national park, the caves, Baby Beach, Char¬ 


lie’s Bar in San Nicolas, Snorkeling, Tubing, 
they even went to the Santa Ana church for 
Easter mass! 

Pictured here the 7 kids and 5 adults, in action, 
savoring grilled meats paired with an award 
winning salad bar at the famed Palm Beach 
landmark, Amazonia Churrascaria, which 
capped off their stellar vacation experience! □ 


The Juggling Fish at the Tamarijn, now in a new location 



DRUIF BEACH - the Jug¬ 
gling Fish at Tamarijn Beach 
Resort moved to a new loca¬ 
tion in the resort’s shopping 
arcade and is now located just 
across the mini market. 

The elegant store stocks hand¬ 
picked gifts, unique souve¬ 
nirs, trendy beach and resort 
wear, for adults and kids and 
is open every day from 9am to 
8pm. 

The store is affiliated to the 
Juggling Fish and the Jug¬ 
gling Fish Bathing Suit Store 
both at Playa Linda Beach Re¬ 
sort, and to the other Salaman¬ 
der Group brands such as The 
Lazy Lizard, at South Beach 
Centre, T.H. Palm & Com¬ 
pany street side at the Playa 
Linda Beach Resort, The Co¬ 
conut Trading Co. at the Vil¬ 
lage Mall and the Marriott 
Ocean Club, the Mini Market 
in the lobby of the Mill Resort 
& Suites and Santiki Boutique 
at the Palm Beach Plaza Mall. 
The Juggling Fish at the 



Tamarijn offers convenient 
parking and is a great source 
for hats, beach bags, tropi¬ 
cal shirts, colorful tee shirts, 
embroidered caps, whimsical 
signs, flip flops, exotic orna¬ 
ments and fun beach jewelry. 
Patrons are invited to drop in 
and browse, try anything on, 
the store boasts two dressing 
rooms, which could be put to 
good use! □ 
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Tony Roma’s in Palm Roach launches new menu 



the restaurant’s al fresco dining deck. The 
Mojo-grilled Mahi Mahi with Pineapple Salsa 
and the Island Mahi Salad are certainly must- 
try Tony Roma’s originals while here in the 
Caribbean. Individually crafted salads, like the 
Grilled Chicken and Fire Roasted Vegetable 
Salad, are refreshing choices for lunch or 
dinner, and for those steak lovers, 

Tony Roma’s now has tender Filet Medallions 
matched with three gourmet sauces and loaded 
mashed potatoes. The perfect finish to a 
memorable meal at Tony Roma’s is for sure the 
new, perfectly sized mini desserts with choices 
like Red Velvet Cake, Raspberry 
Brownie Royale, Golden Apple 
Tart, Strawberry Cheesecake, 
and Chocolate Chunk Cookie 
Sandwich. 

Tony Roma’s also has a 
specially-priced lunch menu, 
served from noon to 4pm.Tony 
Roma’s is located adjacent to 
the Holiday Inn and is open 
daily for lunch and dinner. Q 



It's that time of the year again... 

The 12th (!!) Annual Dutch White 
Asparagus Festival at Madame 

J anette's 

You better not miss it. 

As usual our Chefs have created a superb 
Asparagus Menu for you! 
Reservations are required. 

Now also open on Sundays 

Madame Janette, Bar and Restaurant, Cunucu Abao 37, Aruba Dutch Caribbean, 

Tel. +297-5870184 or +297-5874784, e-mail: mjrestaurant@setarnet.aw 
Web site: www.madamejanette.com 


PALM BEACH - Fans of the world-famous 
rib and steakhouse, Tony Roma’s, can enjoy 
new and exciting menu items. Rib lovers, 
never fear; you don’t mess with perfection, 
and Tony Roma’s is committed to serving 
the best ribs anywhere. But the Tony Roma’s 
story does not end with ribs. Crisp, fresh 
salads, mouthwatering char-grilled steaks and 
delicious, custom-topped seafood make up a 
menu that is sure to please. 

Some of the items that highlight the new 
menu include new seafood selections that are 
perfectly tuned for balmy evening dinners on 




The Center of Aruba 
has Shifted! 



..the Heart of Palm Beach! 

Aura Casino 

introduces the following weekly activities: 



BINGO games 


every Wednesday and Friday at 2:00pm 

Early Happy Hour 

CASH Draws on slots Monday through Thursday 
from 4:00pm to 6:00pm 

After Dinner CASH DRAWS 

on slots Tuesday through Friday 
from 8:00pm to 10:00pm 
All new slot machines never before seen in Aruba! 

Keep an eye out for more exciting news 


Aura Casino is located in the Occidental Grand Aruba 
J.E. Irausquin Blvd. 83, Palm Beach 
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■ADVERTORIAL 



Tony Roma’s is the island’s headquarters for ribs! 


Many restaurants claim to have 
the best ribs in the land, but only 
Tony Roma's world famous ribs 
continue to rack up taste awards 
from a variety of cities, regions, 
and countries across the globe. 
Tony Roma’s Palm Beach brings 
this classic to Aruba. 

Great ribs put Tony Roma's on the 
map, but the menu also features an 
array of flame-grilled favorites 
including steaks, seafood and 
chicken. The menu also serves up 
fresh salads, fantastic burgers and 
sandwiches, grilled fresh local 
fish, mouthwatering desserts and 
delicious appetizers - especially 
the popular, made-from-scratch 
Onion Loaf. 

Today, there are more than 240 
locations on five continents. 
From Seattle to Miami, Tokyo to 
Madrid, and Calgary to Aruba, 
Tony Roma's is creating an inter¬ 
national incident with its flame- 
grilled fare. Discover why Tony 
Roma’s is now an island dining 
institution! 







a free dessert 

Valid with purchase of appetizer 
and main course at regular price. 
Not valid with other discounts, 
specials, coupons or offers. 

Tax and tip not included. 

Max two coupons per table 
of 2 or more guest. 



TonyRoma's 

RIBS ■ SEAFOOD ■ STEAKS 

PALM BEACH 

L.G. Smith Blvd 230. Palm Beach - Aruba 
(Across the street from the Holiday Inn Resort) 
Tel. 586-7427 


ARUHIBA THE 1 AND ONIY HOMEMADE ARUBAN CIGAR 


SOLEDAD 14-A, IMOORD • TEL: [B97J 593-6177 • bap59@live.com 



ORANJESTAD- Benjamin 
Petrocchi started the 
newest export product of 
Aruba, locally produced 


cigars called “Aruhiba”. 
These cigars are 
produced and cultivated 
in Aruba. Petrocchi has 
always had an interest in 
the cigar business and 
has also sold Premium 
Cuban Cigars, and now 
he is growing his own 
tobacco crop. After many 
attempts and trips to 
Santo Domingo and Cuba 




he started his own 
production and cultivation 
of Aruhiba Cigars in 
Aruba. The process took 
ten years. Petrocchi 
dedication to the cigars is 
important for the molding 
and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes 
a long time. The cigar 
box is specially designed 
for the cigars with the 
logo “Aruhiba”. Petrocchi 
considers Aruhiba a 
promotion for Aruba 
through fine quality 
cigars. The company 
sells International cigars 
as well. Buy a gift box of 
Aruhiba Corona with five 


cigars and you will get 1 
FREE cigar of $35. 
Located at the Historic 
Dutch Windmill. Open 
from Monday to Saturday 
from 9am till 8:30pm. 

And open on Sunday 




from 9am to 1pm. Aruhiba 
is only available in above 
mentioned stores. Visit 
our authentic tobacco 


farm where cigars are 
handmade. For tour to 
the tabaco factory call: 
586-0347 


BUY & RECEIVE ONE ARUBAN CIGAR FREE WITH THIS FLYER 
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Terrorist attack hits cafe in Morocco, 14 dead 



A police officer stands outside a cordon off building after an ex¬ 
plosion ripped through a cafe popular among foreign tourists in 
the Moroccan city of Marrakech, Morocco, Thursday, April, 28, 
2011, killing and wounding people in what the government called 
a suspected criminal act. If confirmed as terrorism, the blast in 
the iconic Djemma el-Fna square would be Morocco’s deadliest 
bombing in eight years. 

(AP Photo/Tarik Najmaoui) 


By HASSAN ALAOUI, 
Associated Press 
MARRAKECH, Morocco 

- A massive bombing tore 
through a tourist cafe in the 
bustling heart of Marrakech’s 
old quarter Thursday, killing 
at least 11 foreigners and three 
Moroccans in the country’s 
deadliest attack in eight years. 
At least 23 people were 
wounded in the blast a few 
minutes before noon in Djem¬ 
ma el-Fna square, one of the 
top attractions in a country 
that depends heavily on tour¬ 
ism, Moroccan Interior Minis¬ 
ter Taib Chergaoui said. 
Moroccans, French, Cana¬ 
dian and British citizens were 
among 13 people being treat¬ 
ed at Marrakech’s main Tofail 
Hospital, emergency room 
chief Hicham Nejmi said. 
Others were being treated at a 
military hospital and a handful 
in private clinics. 


April marks the start of Mo¬ 
rocco’s tourist season, when 
visitors gather to watch snake 
charmers, storytellers, jug¬ 
glers and local musicians, 
filling the cafes that ring the 
edges of the iconic square on 
the route to the city’s major 
open-air souk, or market. 
“There was a huge bang, and 
lots of smoke went up. There 
was debris raining down from 
the sky,” honeymooner Andy 
Bimie, who lives in north 
London, told The Associated 
Press by telephone. “Hun¬ 
dreds of people were running 
in panic.” 

The explosion blew much of 
the facade off the two-story 
terracotta-colored Argana 
cafe, leaving awnings dan¬ 
gling. Panicked passersby 
dragged away bodies and tried 
to put out flames with fire 
extinguishers, witnesses told 
The Associated Press. 


Government spokesman Kha- 
lid Naciri told the AP it was 
too soon to lay blame for what 
he called a terrorist attack but 
he noted that Morocco regu¬ 
larly dismantles cells linked 
to al-Qaida in the Islamic 


Maghreb and says it has dis¬ 
rupted several plots. 
Authorities were trying to 
identify victims that includ¬ 
ed Moroccans and foreign¬ 
ers from a variety of nations, 
Naciri said. 


“I believe the injured were 
mostly tourists, judging by 
what they were wearing,” Al¬ 
exandre Carvalho, a 34-year- 
old call center worker from 
southern Portugal, told the AP 
by telephoned 



'low Also Opeo.foraltun.eliH 

Lunch in one of the island's 
most unique 

and picturesque settings 


Daily from 12 noon 

Salad bar includes fresh greens, 
prepared seafood, pasta and vegetable salads, 
house specialties, homemade soups, 
assorted dressings and condiments. 

Also unusual appetizers, hot and cold 
sandwiches, just-made pizzas, 
and tossed-to-order pasta dishes. 


All entrees include Soup & Salad, 
Fresh Market Catch, Steaks from 
the Sizzling Grill and Oven-Baked 
Specialties, a la carte! 


5 pm to 11 pm 

Including Soup & Salad 
Monday's Fajita Night 
Tuesday's Caribbean Night 
Wednesday's Noche Italiano 
Thursday's famous French Chateaubriand 
Friday's Seafood Festival 
Saturday's Night's Prime Rib Special 
Sunday's BBQ, Hot Off the Grill 
Accompanied by the appropriate 

Kids’ menu of favorites, 
soup, salad and dessert $6.95 


Breakfast from 7am to 11:30am; Lunch from 12noon throughout 
the afternoon then dinner until the kitchen closes at 11 pm 
Premium cocktails, quality wines by the glass and by the bottle 
Reservations, call 526-6612 or 526-6613, or email at 

LagunaRestaurant@radissonaruba.com 


* ARUBA 

RESORT, CASINO & SPA 


Themed 
Dinner Special 
$23.95 


Soup 8t Salad Combo 
$9.95 


Dinner $26.00 
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Activists report clashes between Syrian army units 



Syrians cross the border as they flee violence in Syria, in the Wadi 
Khaled area, about one kilometer (0.6 miles) from the Lebanon- 
Syria border, Lebanon, Thursday, April 28, 2011. In a further 
blow to President Bashar Assad, more than 200 members have 
quit Syria’s ruling Baath Party in the southern province at the 
center of the uprising to protest the Assad regime’s brutal crack¬ 
down on opponents, a human rights activist said. 

(AP Photo) 


By E. A. KENNEDY 
and DIAA HADID, 

Associated Press 

BEIRUT - Members of Syrian army units 
have clashed with each other over carrying out 
President Bashar Assad’s orders to crack down 
on protesters in the southern city of Daraa, the 
heart of the uprising, witnesses and human 
rights groups said Thursday. 

More than 500 people have been killed across 
Syria — about 100 in Daraa alone — since the 
popular revolt against Assad began in mid- 
March, according to human rights groups. 
While the infighting in Daraa does not indicate 
any decisive splits in the military, it is signifi¬ 
cant because Assad’s army always has been 
seen as a bastion of support for the regime. The 
Syrian military has denied that there had been 
any splits in the military. 

On Thursday, more soldiers in armored person¬ 
nel carriers rolled into Daraa, where residents 
huddled inside homes in fear amid the blasts of 


mortars and heavy gunfire, as well as snipers 
on high rooftops and mosques, a resident said 
by satellite telephone. Like other witnesses in 
Syria, he spoke on condition of anonymity for 
fear of government retaliation. 

Ausama Monajed, a spokesman for a group of 
opposition figures in Syria and abroad, said the 
clashes among the soldiers have occurred since 
Assad sent the army into Daraa on Monday. 
The deployment was a clear escalation in his 
crackdown on the uprising. 

“There are some battalions that refused to open 
fire on the people,” Monajed told The Associ¬ 
ated Press, citing witnesses on the ground in 
Daraa. “Battalions of the 5th Division were 
protecting people, and returned fire when they 
were subjected to attacks by the 4th Division.” 
The 4th division is run by the president’s broth¬ 
er, Maher. 

The reports were corroborated by three wit¬ 
nesses in Daraa and an activist contacted by 
the AP. Q 
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SOLE MARE 



italianissimo 


eapiy mt > 


$ 25.00 


Three course dinner for $ 

Served from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m 


Insalate Mista or Homemade Minestrone 

• 

Linguini Fruitti Di Mare 
or 

Fresh Filet Grouper, with a side of pasta or vegetables 

or 

Chicken Parmigiana, with a side of pasta or vegetables 

• 

Caramel Flan or Ice cream 
Coffee or Tea 


Chef's Special 


Spaghetti Al Formaggio Parmigiana $21 

An authentic Italian dish flamed with Whiskey 
at your table 

Sole Mare Special $42.50 

Truly a seafood lover dish - Jumbo shrimp, the 
lor-gest on the island, mussels, clams, calamari, 
and Caribbean lobster over a bed of spaghetti 


Kids' Menu $10 

Rigotoni with Moot Souco, Spaghetti with 
Meatballs, Fettuccini Alfredo, Meat Lasagna 
Mozzarella Sticks, Cheese Ravioli and 
Chicken Fingers with French Fries 


Rib Eye Pizzaiola $32 

USDA certified Angus beef, sauteed with extra 
virgin olive oil, tomatoes, garlic, and goeta 
black olives 

Ravioli alia Vodka with Lobster 
and Shrimp $45 




NO SERVICE CHARGE ADDED TO YOUR CHECK 



Palm Beach 23. Tel/fax: 586-0077. Open every day from 5:30 pm to 11:00 pm 
email: solemarearuba@hotmail.com 


Gadhafi regime hands 
weapons to civilians 

By KARIN LAUB, 

Associated Press 

GAZAHIYA, Libya - A 22-year-old university student bal¬ 
anced an unloaded grenade launcher on his shoulder, grunted 
loudly in place of an explosion as he pulled the trigger, then 
handed the weapon to the next man. 

The military drill on the lawn of a clinic in a remote village in 
government-controlled western Libya was part of what Moam- 
mar Gadhafi’s regime has tried to portray as a large-scale arm¬ 
ing and training of the home front. Foreign reporters on a gov¬ 
ernment tour were also taken to a school where a couple of 
teenage boys fired Kalashnikov rifles in the air. 

The scenes appeared to have been hastily arranged. Men at a 
desert shooting range — barrels set up as targets on a rocky 
plain — said they had been bused to the site for the first time 
that day. A few dozen middle school boys were participating 
in a military rally in their school yard and some said they had 
received their fatigues just a day earlier. 

Government spokesman Moussa Ibrahim said last week that 
hundreds of thousands of rifles were being distributed to ci¬ 
vilians to defend the home front, a claim that is impossible 
to verify because of tight restrictions on journalists in western 
Libya. About a dozen Libyans interviewed in three different 
areas recently said they had been handed Kalashnikovs from 
municipal weapons depots. The reports that the government 
was arming supporters to suppress anti-regime demonstrations 
in the capital Tripoli first emerged at the start of the uprising 
against Gadhafi in mid-February. The government claims it is 
arming people to defend against foreign ground troopsQ 

Tel: 582-0697/ 583-7484 
Schotland str. 70 

extend your Stay 

Jr Quality Apartments 

*Studio 6 Loft Apts. *Fully Furnished 

*Kitchen / Airco / Cable TV *Swimming Pool 
Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach & 4 large supermarkets. 

Feel free to contact or visit us. 

Mon - Fri: 8am-7pm. Sat <& Sun: 9am-5pm. 
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Under a Blue Flag, the Much-Anticipated Sequel to 
Aruba’s #1 Bestseller, An Island Away 

ON SALE NOW IN ARUBA AT MOST HOTEL GIFT SHOPS 


'"'ARUBA 


For more info, visit DANIELPUTKOWSKI.com 
amazonkindle I fk 


amazon.com 


PRAISE FOR AN ISLAND AWAY 


ISLAND AWAY 


“INSIGHTFUL TALE. 
GREAT BEACH READ!” 


Two Russian nationalists 
convicted of killing lawyer 

By MANSUR MIROVALEV, 

Associated Press 

MOSCOW - Two Russian nationalists were convicted 
Thursday of killing a prominent human rights lawyer and a 
reporter, who were gunned down in a brazen daytime attack in 
central Moscow more than two years ago. 

After deliberating late into the night, a jury at the Moscow City 
Court convicted 31-year-old Nikita Tikhonov and his 26-year- 
old girlfriend Yevgenia Khasis in the January 2009 killing. 
Investigators said Tikhonov was the masked gunman, while 
Khasis followed the two victims, Stanislav Markelov and 
Anastasia Baburova, as they left a news conference and walked 
toward a subway station near the Kremlin. 

The 34-year-old Markelov’s work had angered nationalists, 
who had threatened him and cheered his killing in Internet 
comments. The lawyer also had made enemies through his work 
fighting for victims of rights abuses in Chechnya. 

Around the time of his death, Markelov was representing the 
family of a Chechen teenager killed in 2000 by a Russian officer, 
Col. Yuri Budanov, who had won early release from prison. 
Markelov was working to put Budanov back behind bars. The 
officer had become a hero to nationalists during his trial. 
Investigators said Baburova, 25, was shot because she was 
a witness to the murder. Her killing, though, brought further 
tragedy to her newspaper, Novaya Gazeta. 

The independent newspaper’s star journalist, Anna 
Politkovskaya, who wrote extensively about abuses in 
Chechnya, was gunned down in Moscow in 2006 in a similar 
killing. She and Markelov had done work together. 

Russia has seen a string of contract-style killings of human rights 
workers and journalists in recent years. Few of the killings are 
ever solved. 

Tikhonov and Khasis, who were locked in a glass case in the 
courtroom throughout the 2 1/2-month trial, hugged each other 
but remained calm when the verdict was read. 

The jury foreman said eight of the jurors had found them guilty, 
while the remaining four had not. 

Baburova’s mother said she expected the guilty verdict. 

“The real killers were in the courtroom, they got what they 
deserve,” Larisa Baburova said. 

The journalist’s father, though, appeared close to tears. 

“How can we be satisfied when we can’t get our daughter back,” 
said Boris Baburov. 

Judge Alexander Zamashnyuk called prosecutors and defense 
attorneys back to the court on May 5 to discuss the “legal 
consequences” of the jury’s decision. Tikhonov faces up to life 
in prison, while Khasis could be imprisoned for 20 years. 
Defense lawyers said they intended to appeal.□ 


Suicide bomber kills 8 at Iraqi mosque 


By REBECCA SANTANA, 
Associated Press 

BAGHDAD - A suicide 
bomber disguised as a wor¬ 
shipper blew himself up in¬ 
side a Shiite mosque north of 
Baghdad Thursday and killed 
eight people, a police spokes¬ 
man said, shattering a period 
of relative calm across the 
country. 

Eighteen people were injured 
in the blast in the city of Balad 
Ruz, 45 miles (70 kilometers) 
north of Baghdad, said the po¬ 
lice spokesman, Maj. Ghalib 
al-Karkhi. There was no im¬ 
mediate claim of responsibil¬ 
ity, but Sunni militants have 
often targeted Shiite mosques 
as a way to incite sectarian 
violence. 

Most of the dead were wor¬ 
shippers at the mosque. 
Al-Karkhi said the suicide 
bomber had dressed up in a 
long black cloak called an 
abaya and a black turban in 
order to mingle with worship- 



Municipality bulldozer cleans up while Iraqi security forces stand 
guard at the scene of a road side bomb in eastern Baghdad, Iraq, 
Wednesday, April 27, 2011. Targeting a police patrol the explosion 
wounded a number of people, police said. 


pers inside the mosque. 

The black turban is usu¬ 
ally worn by Shiite Muslims 
who are direct descendants 
of Islam’s prophet Muham¬ 
mad. Such people are usu¬ 
ally treated with great respect 
within the Shiite community 
and as such the bomber was 


(AP Photo/Khalid Mohammed) 

not searched going into the 
mosque, al-Karkhi said. 
Diyala is a mixed Sunni and 
Shiite province which has 
been a flashpoint of violence 
in the past. While violence has 
declined dramatically since 
the height of the sectarian ten¬ 
sions a few years ago.Q 


Buccaneer Restaurant Early Bird Lent Special 

5:30 TO 7:00 P.M 

3 COURSE MEAL, BUILD YOUR FAVORITE MEAL FROM EACH SECTION 


Appetizer 

Fish Soup 
Clam Chowder 
Escargot 
Crab Cakes 


Entree dessert 

Breaded Grouper, Coconut Shrimp & Risotto Carmel Flan 
Ultimate Shrimp Trio with Risotto ice Cream 

Fisherman Stew Coffee or Tea 

Pan Seared Fresh Catch with Scallops 
Mediteranean Fresh Catch with Risotto 
Chefs Delight, Linguine Surprise topped with fresh catch 




For Reservations call (297) 586-6172 or email us at: info@buccaneeraruba.com 
3 decadesjrfgreat food at a low price 

Join us 6 days a week 
Monday- Saturday 
5:30pm - 10pm 

**5 Course Entree $ 24 . 95 per person** 


Located between hi & low rise **The Lent Special cannot be combined with any promotions** 
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SAIL, SNORKEL, 
SWIM & SWING! 

DAILY 9:30-2pm $56pp 
Visit 3 Great sites 
with BBQ, Open Bar, 
Gear & Ropeswing! 


AFTERNOON 

SNORKEL 

DAILY 3-6pm only $38pp 
Shorter version of morning 
cruise same stops Open 
Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 


SUNSET 

SAIL 

Mon & Fri 5-7pm 
only $30pp 
Open Bar included 
& Ropeswing! 


Save $10 per 
couple / per coupon 
for morning cruise. 
Save $5 per couple / 
per coupon for 
afternoon cruise. 


5868107/592 7858 


Tickets available at Jolly Pirates Shop at MooMba Beach. Boarding at 
MooMba Beach- by the high rise hotels between Holiday Inn and Marriott 
Resorts. Offer not valid in combination with other discount offers. Valid 
for direct telephone reservations only - Present coupon upon boarding. 


Bahrain sentences 4 Shiite protesters to death 



A man passes a billboard in Muharraq, Bahrain Thursday, April 
28, 2011, demanding no leniency for those who opposed the Bah¬ 
raini regime. A military court in Bahrain on Thursday convicted 
four Shiite protesters and sentenced them to death for the kill¬ 
ing of two policemen during anti-government demonstrations last 
month in the Gulf kingdom, the state media said. Three other Shi¬ 
ite activists also on trial were sentenced to life in prison for their 
roles in the policemen’s deaths. 


By BARBARA SURK, 
Associated Press 
DUBAI, United Arab Emir¬ 
ates - A military court in 
Bahrain sentenced four Shiite 
protesters to death after con¬ 
victing them on Thursday of 
killing two policemen during 
anti-government demonstra¬ 
tions last month, state media 
said. Three other Shiite activ¬ 
ists, who were also on trial, 
were sentenced to life in pris¬ 
on after they were convicted 
of playing a role in the police¬ 
men’s deaths. 

The verdicts — which can 
be appealed — were the first 
related to Bahrain’s uprising. 


(AP Photo/Hasan Jamali) 

The kingdom’s Shiite majori¬ 
ty has long complained of dis¬ 
crimination and is campaign¬ 
ing for greater freedoms and 
equal rights in the tiny, Sunni- 
ruled island nation, which is 
home to the U.S. Navy’s 5th 
Fleet. Bahraini human rights 
groups blasted the verdict and 
said the trial, conducted in se¬ 
crecy, had no legal credibility 
and was politically motivated. 
“This verdict is a message 
from the government, deter¬ 
mined to stop the democracy 
movement,” said Nabeel Ra- 
jab, head of the Bahrain Cen¬ 
ter for Human Rights. “It’s a 
warning saying This is how 


we will treat you if you con¬ 
tinue to demand your rights.’” 
Faced with unprecedented 
political unrest, Bahrain’s 
king declared martial law 
and invited troops from Saudi 
Arabia and other Sunni-ruled 
Gulf countries to help quell 
Shiite dissent after weeks of 
street marches and bloody 
clashes in the capital Mana¬ 
ma. At least 30 people have 
died since Feb. 15, when the 
anti-government protests 
erupted. Four opposition sup¬ 
porters have also died in po¬ 
lice custody. 

Sunni Arabs rulers around 
the Gulf, Bahrain is seen as a 
critical showdown with Shi¬ 
ite powerhouse Iran. Arab 
leaders fear that any serious 
political gains by Bahrain’s 
Shiites — about 70 percent of 
the population — could open 
the door for greater influence 
by the Islamic Republic even 
though there is no history of 
close bonds between Iran and 
Bahraini Shiites. 

Earlier this month, the six-na¬ 
tion Gulf Cooperation Coun¬ 
cil issued a strongly worded 
warning to Iran to stop “med¬ 
dling” in their affairs. Bahrain 
this week expelled an Iranian 
diplomat. 

Iran, in turn, has called the 
Saudi-led force an “occupa¬ 
tion” and said it reserves the 
right to take further diplomat¬ 
ic action against Bahrain. The 
seven opposition supporters 
sentenced Thursday were tried 
behind closed doors on charg¬ 
es of premeditated murder of 
government employees. In 
an earlier hearing this week, 
Bahrain state media said the 
military prosecutor presented 
evidence that showed the de¬ 
fendants killed the policemen 
intentionally by running them 
over with a car.Q 



Security stand guard behind ballot boxes after the gubernato¬ 
rial election, in Kaduna, Nigeria, Thursday, April 28, 2011. Small 
crowds of voters nervously cast ballots Thursday in two states in 
oil-rich Nigeria hit hard by religious rioting that killed at least 500 
people following the nation’s presidential election. 

(AP Photo/Sunday Alamba) 

Voting goes on amid ruins 
after Nigeria rioting 

By JON GAMBRELL, 

Associated Press 

KADUNA, Nigeria - Among the debris of burned homes, de¬ 
stroyed businesses and lives lost on one dirt road in this city 
on a fault line between Nigeria’s two major faiths, the bright 
green ballot boxes stood out Thursday against the misery in¬ 
flicted here. 

Both Christians and Muslims inked their fingers to cast their 
vote in gubernatorial elections held in Bauchi and Kaduna states 
Thursday, delayed by the postelection violence last week that 
killed at least 500 people across Nigeria’s north. Voting went 
smoothly, but both areas saw low voter turnout as soldiers took 
over security for the hard-hit states and many remain displaced 
by the rioting. 

But it remains unclear what the vote has changed. The nation’s 
ruling political party retained control over many state governor¬ 
ships. Many believe outright rigging still took place in what 
observers call the cleanest election Nigeria has held since be¬ 
coming a democracy in 1999. 

“They burned my house, but they didn’t burn my life,” said 
Cecilia Aliyu, 45, a primary school teacher who lost her home. 
“So I have the right to cast my vote.” 

Many left Kaduna, 111 miles (180 kilometers) away from the 
country’s capital of Abuja, after the rioting and just before vot¬ 
ing began. Shops remained closed and a herd of cattle grazed 
down one empty street in the city’s downtown. Some party lead¬ 
ers carried bullhorns and shouted in the local Hausa language to 
draw frightened voters out of their homes. 

Kaduna state’s Christian governor Patrick Yakowa took office 
after Muslim leader Namadi Sambo was picked to serve as vice 
president under Christian President Goodluck Jonathan. Ya- 
kowa’s ascension sparked earlier unrest in a city where more 
than 2,000 died in 2000 riots.Q 
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Great Vacation 

Rental Values! 


• Fully furnished 2 & 3 bedroom Town Homes 

• Two community swimming pool plazas 

• Very attractive rates 

• Per room pricing less than major resorts 


Gated community with 24 hours security 
Villas, Town Homes and Condos 
Full resort facilities and services 
Prime location near golf course 
and beautiful white sandy beaches 
Vacation rental program 


Closed December 25th 
and January 1st 


Opening Hours: 
Weekdays 9am - 6pm 
Saturday 10am - 6pm 
Sunday 12noon - 4pm 


OUTSTANDING INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY! 


E-mail: info@goldcoastaruba.com • E-mail: rentals@goldcoastaruba.com 
Tel: +297-586-2200 • Fax: +297-586-2201 

Toll Free from the U.S. 1-866-978-5770 • www.goldcoastaruba.com 


Tel: +297-586-2200 • Fax: +297-586-2201 
rentals@goldcoastaruba.com 
www.goldcoastaruba.com 
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Buddhists remember 
Japan’s tsunami dead 



A man expresses his feeling 
during a memorial service 
for the victims of the March 
11 earthquake and tsunami, 
at Flora Memorial Hall in 
Soma, Fukushima Prefecture, 
northeastern Japan, Thurs¬ 
day, April 28, 2011. Buddhist 
priests in black and gold robes 
chanted and rang bells Thurs¬ 
day to mark the 49th day since 
Japan’s massive tsunami — 
when the dead are believed to 
end their restless wandering 
through the devastated coast¬ 
line. 

(AP Photo/Hiro Komae) 

By ERIC TALMADGE, 
Associated Press 
SOMA, Japan - Buddhist 
priests burned incense and 
chanted Thursday for Japan’s 
tsunami victims, marking the 


49th day since the disaster 
and closing the period when 
the dead were believed to be 
wandering restlessly through 
destroyed hometowns. 

About 1,200 mourners filled 
a hall to overflowing, with 
many standing outside a gate, 
for a ceremony organized by 
170 priests in the northeastern 
town of Soma, where much 
of the coast remains buried in 
mountains of debris from the 
March 11 earthquake and tsu¬ 
nami. 

Many carried framed photo¬ 
graphs of lost loved ones, and 
wept. Some clutched wooden 
tablets containing Buddhist 
names assigned to the dead to 
help them find their way into 
their next phase of existence. 
“There are so many still miss¬ 
ing. There are people lost at 
the bottom of the sea who will 
never be found. But this is the 
day they become Buddhas. 
We pray for them all, and for 
all sentient beings,” Buddhist 
priest Kojin Sato said. 

Overall, the quake and tsuna¬ 
mi is believed to have killed 
nearly 26,000 people, though 
only about 14,500 bodies 
have been found. Many likely 
were swept out to sea and will 
never be found. □ 


Poles joyful over beatification of John Paul II 



Cyclists ride past the God’s Providence Temple, as a giant portrait 
of Pope John Paul II is being lifted onto the front of the building, 
in Warsaw, Poland, Thursday, April 28, 2011. The portrait will be 
unveiled on May 1 after the beatification of the Polish born Pope. 

(AP Photo/Alik Keplicz) 


By VANESSA GERA, 
Associated Press 
WARSAW, Poland - Poles 
are already calling him John 
Paul the Great. 

Across the heavily Roman 
Catholic country, the faith¬ 
ful are voicing joy and pride 
as Sunday’s beatification of 
Polish-born Pope John Paul II 
draws closer. 

Many pilgrims are board¬ 
ing buses and trains for the 
roughly 30-hour journey to 
Rome for the ceremony, while 
many more are expected to 
fill squares in Warsaw, Kra¬ 
kow and his hometown of 
Wadowice to follow it on 
large video screens. 

The atmosphere of celebra¬ 
tion contrasts sharply with 
the deep sense of mourning 
after John Paul died in 2005. 
At the time, black ribbons and 
packed churches were expres¬ 
sions of the widespread grief 
felt at the country’s loss of its 
most respected moral author¬ 
ity and a figure credited with 
helping end communism. 

Now many repeat a common 
refrain: that the beatification 
is largely a formality because 
they already consider their 
native son the holiest of men. 
Beatification is the last formal 
step before possible saint¬ 
hood, and many in Poland 
hope that the fast beatification 
will be followed by a speedy 


canonization as well. 

“For us, in fact, the Holy Fa¬ 
ther was already a saint during 
his lifetime, and after his death 
even more,” said Ewa Filip- 
iak, the mayor of Wadowice, 
the small town in southern Po¬ 
land where Karol Wojtyla, the 
future pope, was born. 

Warsaw Archbishop Kazimi- 
erz Nycz this week called the 
beatification a historic mo¬ 
ment and predicted that the 
late pontiff will go down in 
history as “Pope John Paul II 
the Great.” 

Many Poles credit John Paul 
for his role in inspiring Lech 
Walesa’s Solidarity move¬ 
ment, a catalyst in the toppling 


of communism in Poland. 

His life, which was shaped by 
the suffering of World War II 
and the communist decades, 
also make him a “person with 
whom Poles identify without 
hesitation,” said Marek La- 
sota, director of the Institute 
of National Remembrance, a 
state historical institute. Yet in 
a sign of Poland’s increasing 
secularization, the numbers 
making the trip to Rome are 
expected to be in the tens of 
thousands — far less than the 
hundreds of thousands at his 
funeral. News of the beatifica¬ 
tion has also been overshad¬ 
owed in recent days by the 
royal wedding in Britain.^ 
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Great leap Backward 

men movement: It’s crucial 


Department of Good News 


By NICHOLAS D. KRISTOF 
©2011 New York Times 
SHANGHAI - Since China 
is in the middle of its harsh¬ 
est crackdown on indepen¬ 
dent thought in two decades, 
I thought that on this visit I 
might write about a woman 
named Cheng Jianping who is 
imprisoned for tweeting. 
Cheng was arrested on what 
was supposed to have been her 
wedding day last fall for send¬ 
ing a single sarcastic Twitter 
message that included the 
words “charge, angry youth.” 
The government, lacking a 
sense of humor, sentenced her 
to a year in labor camp. 

So I tried to interview her 
fiance, Hua Chunhui, but it 
turns out that Hua was recent¬ 
ly arrested and imprisoned as 
well. That’s the way it goes in 
China these days. The govern¬ 
ment’s crackdown is rippling 
through the country, under¬ 
cutting China’s prodigious 
growth and representing the 
harshest clampdown since 
the crushing of the Tianan¬ 
men democracy movement in 
1989. 

The reason? Surprising as it 
may seem, the government is 
worried that China could be¬ 
come the next Egypt or Tuni¬ 
sia, unless security forces act 
early and ruthlessly. 

“Of course, they’re scared 
that the same thing might hap¬ 
pen here,” one Chinese friend 
with family and professional 
ties to top leaders told me. 
A family member of another 
Chinese leader put it this way: 
“They’re just terrified. That’s 
why they’re cracking down.” 
Yet another official says that 
the Politburo internalized a 
basic lesson from the Tianan- 


to suppress protests early, 
before they gain traction. He 
says that from China’s point 
of view, the mistake that au¬ 
tocrats in Egypt and Tunisia 
made was not cracking down 
earlier and harder. 

Paranoia also plays a role. 
Some Chinese leaders be¬ 
lieve that America is nurtur¬ 
ing a movement to subvert the 
government. Chen Jiping, a 
senior official, expressed this 
fear when he warned recent¬ 
ly against “hostile Western 
forces attempting to Western¬ 
ize and split us.” China, for 
a time, even blocked access 
to the blog of the outgoing 
American ambassador, Jon 
Huntsman Jr. 

In truth, the differences with 
Egypt and Tunisia are pro¬ 
found. China’s leaders may 
be just as autocratic as those 
in the Middle East, and just as 
corrupt, but they’re far more 
competent. They’ve overseen 
astonishing improvements in 
the standard of living, in edu¬ 
cation, in health, in infrastruc¬ 
ture. But I don’t want to get 
ahead of myself: That’s the 
topic of my next column. 
Another reason for the crack¬ 
down seems to be jitters over 
the transfer of power next 
year. President Hu Jintao, who 
seems, to me, to be the least 
visionary Communist Party 
leader since Hua Guofeng in 
the late 1970s, is expected to 
step down and be replaced by 
Xi Jinping, the current vice 
president. Officials say that 
the plan is for Li Keqiang to 
be prime minister and Wang 
Qishan (perhaps the ablest of 
the three) to be deputy prime 
minister. 

But there is still jockeying, 
partly because Hu is weak. 
Chinese officials are remark¬ 
ably open about criticizing 
Hu, and the critics are said to 
include the military brass and 
former President Jiang Zem¬ 
in. The complaints have little 
to do with the crackdown on 
dissent (“That’s just a very 
small issue to them,” one Chi¬ 
nese official explained to me), 
and more to do with the way 
Hu has frozen or backtracked 
on economic and political re¬ 
forms, allowed inflation to stir 
and harmed relations with the 
U.S.Q 



By GAIL COLLINS 
©2011 New York Times 
Well, I just don’t see how 
things can get better than this 
when it comes to current af¬ 
fairs. Prince William is about 
to get married and President 
Barack Obama has released 
his long-form birth certificate. 
All we need now is for the 
House speaker, John Boehner, 
to follow through on his call 
for the oil companies to pay 
their fair share of taxes. Then, 
really, I think we could go 
into the weekend with a true 
feeling of closure. 

Boehner, you may remember, 
told ABC News that big oil 
companies don’t need the oil 
depletion allowance and that 
Congress “certainly ought to 
take a look at” the tax breaks 
our energy mega-firms enjoy. 
What a great guy John Boeh¬ 
ner is! You may not remem¬ 
ber, but there was a time 
when Democrats hatedhated- 
hated him. That was before 
the House Tea Party Repub¬ 
licans started giving him so 
much misery. Now you have 
Howard Dean calling him 
a “reasonable person” and 
the Senate majority leader, 
Harry Reid, offering to him 
“a bouquet.” Everyone loves 


a winner, except in Washing¬ 
ton where losers are so much 
more attractive. 

However, as soon as the 
Democrats started applaud¬ 
ing the oil-company inter¬ 
view, a Boehner spokesman 
issued a clarification, which 
said that the House speaker 
“is opposed to raising taxes.” 
Obviously, when he said that 
we should look at things like 
the oil depletion allowance, 
he meant “look” in the same 
way that we are going to look 
at the royal wedding. It was 
not an invitation to join the 
buffet line. 

Unlike the John Boehner Oil 
Tax Loophole Closing Bill, 
the wedding is definitely 
coming off, allowing the en¬ 
tire planet to bask in the aura 
of a fairy-tale moment before 
moving on to pregnancy ru¬ 
mors. And about time. The 
world cannot keep generating 
more than 100 million Wil- 
liam/Kate-related blog post¬ 
ings a day for all that much 
longer. 

I got that figure from Trendrr, 
which also reported that 40 
percent of the English-lan¬ 
guage wedding Twitter mes¬ 
sages originated in the United 
States as opposed to only 31 
percent in the United King¬ 
dom. 

To which we can only re¬ 
spond: Well, there are a whole 
lot more of us. Also, as a na¬ 
tion, we pride ourselves on 
our Twittering. America in¬ 
tends to be the world leader in 
all things twit-related. Soon, 
there will be a ninth-grade 
proficiency test on it, and 
teachers whose classes per¬ 
form badly will be fired. 
Meanwhile, on behalf of all 
of us Yanks, let me say: Good 
luck, Kate and William! 

Most of us have only been 


paying attention to you for a 
week or so, but, still, we have 
come to know you well. “Kate 
oozes refinement - her friends 
wear pearls while hunting,” 
Time magazine reported. That 
tidbit alone has kept me en¬ 
grossed all day. Do you think 
Time meant fox hunting? A 
lot of bouncing around in 
fox hunting, and if the pearls 
broke I guarantee you that 
you would never, ever find 
them. Perhaps the Friends of 
Kate hunt ducks. Or squirrels. 
Nothing like a tasty squirrel 
stew, served to people sport¬ 
ing really expensive neck¬ 
wear. 

Estimates of the cost of the 
upcoming nuptials range from 
$34 million to more than $7 
billion, depending on whether 
you factor in the bill for giv¬ 
ing an entire nation a day 
off work. Either way, this is 
Kate’s special day and you 
cannot possibly put a price 
on that. Plus, there is nothing 
like a wedding to raise the na¬ 
tional spirits. Who among us 
can ever forget the way the 
national psyche soared when 
Tricia Nixon tied the knot? 
But I digress. In the other im¬ 
portant, chapter-closing news 
of the moment, Obama has re¬ 
leased the long-form version 
of his birth certificate in an 
attempt to quell the unflagga- 
ble “birther” movement and 
get the news media to notice 
when he names a new secre¬ 
tary of defense. 

Donald Trump immediately 
took credit. “Today I am very 
proud of myself,” he said. 
This is in contrast to normal 
days, when Trump is continu¬ 
ally walking around in an ex¬ 
istential funk, asking himself 
why he was ever bom. 

Our next question is how far 
the closure extends. □ 
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lllisbah stays 
calm to guide 
Pakistan home 



West Indies’ bowler Dwayne 
Bravo reacts after a throw from 
the field missed the stumps 
as Pakistan’s Misbah-ul-Haq 
was not out during the third 
one-day international cricket 
match in Bridgetown, Barba¬ 
dos, Thursday, April 28, 2011. 

Associated Press 

BRIDGETOWN, Barba¬ 
dos (AP) — Misbah-ul-Haq 
stroked an unbeaten 62 to pi¬ 
lot Pakistan to a nervy three- 
wicket win over West Indies 
in the third cricket one-day 
international at Kensington 
Oval on Thursday. 

The victory gave the visitors 
a triumphant 3-0 lead in the 
five-match series. 

Misbah’s innings, spiced with 
four fours and two sixes off 
109 balls, revived a stutter¬ 
ing chase and guided Pakistan 
past the host’s modest 171 all 
out at 177-7 with 29 balls to 
spare. 

Misbah’s partnerships with 
Umar Akmal (30) and Ham- 
mad Azam (36) rescued Paki¬ 
stan after it slumped to 12-3 
and then 49-4. 

Fast bowler Ravi Rampaul 
ripped through the Pakistan 
top order with 4-32 while leg- 
spinner Devendra Bishoo lat¬ 
er claimed 3-42 to keep West 
Indies in the hunt.Q 



a two-run double against the Min¬ 
nesota Twins during the ninth in¬ 
ning in the first baseball game of 
a doubleheader on Thursday, April 
28, 2011, 

Associated Press 
Next Page 



Lee Westwood of England hits out of a bunker on the 6th hole 
during Ballantine Championship at Blackstone Golf Club in 
Icheon, east of Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, April 28, 2011. 

Associated Press 


Westwood’sdouble bogey 
leaves him 6 shots back 

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — Top-ranked Lee Westwood 
finished the first round of the Ballantine’s Championship with 
a double bogey on Thursday, falling six shots behind leader 
Damien McGrane. 

Starting at the back nine, the Englishman birdied the 18th and 
was on course for a 2-under 70 before his late slip at the ninth 
sent him tumbling down the leaderboard at the $2.8 million 
tournament at the Blackstone Golf Club at Icheon. He finished 
at par 72. 

Westwood, who won the Asian Tour’s Indonesian Masters last 
week to regain the No. 1 world ranking, appeared distracted 
by spectators taking photographs. Q 
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AL Roundup 



Zobrist has team-record 8 RBIs, Rays rout Twins 


MINNEAPOLIS (AP) 

Ben Zobrist set a Tampa Bay 
record with eight RBIs by 
hitting a home run and two 
doubles as the Rays routed 
the Minnesota Twins 15-3 in 
the first game of an Ameri¬ 
can League doubleheader on 
Thursday. 

Zobrist went 4 for 6 and scored 
twice. He hit an RBI single in 


the first inning, a three-run 
homer in the sixth and added 
two-run doubles in the sev¬ 
enth and ninth. He broke the 
team RBIs record of seven set 
by Carlos Pena in 2007. 
Tampa Bay has won four in a 
row and 12 of 15. 

B.J. Upton had three hits and 
scored three times for the 
Rays, who matched a season 


NL Roundup 


Vogelsong 
pitches 
Giants past 
Pirates 5-2 


PITTSBURGH (AP) — 

Ryan Vogelsong won while 
making his first start in al¬ 
most seven years, pitching ef¬ 
fectively into the sixth inning 
against his former team in 
the San Francisco Giants’ 5-2 
victory over the Pittsburgh Pi¬ 
rates in the National League 
on Thursday. 

Making just his third appear¬ 
ance in the majors since 2006, 
the 3 3-year-old Vogelsong 
(1-0) tied a career high with 
eight strikeouts. He gave up 
two runs on four hits and two 
walks. 

Vogelsong was making his 
first start since September 


San Francisco Giants pitcher 
Ryan Vogelsong throws in the 
second inning of a baseball 
game against the Pittsburgh 
Pirates in Pittsburgh, Thurs¬ 
day, April 28, 2011. Vogelsong, 
pitching in his first major 
league game since 2004, got the 
win in the Giants’ 5-2 victory. 

Associated Press 
2004 for the Pirates, and won 
for the first time since Sep¬ 
tember 2005. He spent three 
seasons in Japan after last ap¬ 
pearing in a game for the Pi¬ 
rates in June 2006. 

Aaron Rowand had three 
RBIs and stole home as part 
of a double steal.□ 
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Tampa Bay Rays’ Ben Zobrist, right, celebrates with teammate 
Reid Brignac (15) after their 15-3 in in the first baseball game of 
a doubleheader against the Minnesota Twins, Thursday, April 28, 
2011, in Minneapolis. Zobrist set a team record with eight RBIs 
in the game. 

(AP Photo/Genevieve Ross) 


high with 19 hits. Johnny 
Damon extended his hitting 
streak to 15 games while get¬ 
ting three hits, including an 
RBI triple. 

Blue Jays 5, Rangers 2 

At Arlington, Texas, Corey 
Patterson bunted home the 
tiebreaking run in the ninth 
inning and Toronto beat AL 
West-leading Texas to win 
a series for the first time in 
three weeks. 

Patterson dragged a bunt to 
the right side that was fielded 
by Darren Oliver (1-2) with 
nobody covering first base. 
Patterson was credited with a 
single. John McDonald, who 
held at third base until the ball 
was safely in play, scored the 
go-ahead run. The Blue Jays, 
who took three of four games 
in the series, then added two 
more runs after Texas made 
two errors on the same play. 
Adam Lind homered again for 
Toronto, his third in the series 
and fourth of the season. 

The Rangers finished 5-5 on 
their homestand and have lost 
nine of 15 after opening 9-1. 
Mariners 7, Tigers 2 
At Detroit, rookie Michael 
Pineda (4-1) struck out nine 
in six sharp innings, and 
Miguel Olivo and Luis Rodri¬ 


guez homered to help Seattle 
beat Detroit for a three-game 
sweep. 

Ichiro Suzuki added two hits, 
and Justin Smoak hit an RBI 
double in the fourth inning 


that put Seattle ahead to stay. 
The Mariners swept a three- 
game set against Detroit for 
the first time since July 2003. 
Brad Penny (1-3) took the 
loss.Q 


Serena, Venus Williams mum on when they’ll return 



Tennis stars Venus Williams, 
left, and her sister Serena Wil¬ 
liams, share a laugh during the 
10th anniversary celebration 
of the Southeast Tennis and 
Learning Center in Washing¬ 
ton, Thursday, April 28, 2011. 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Serena and Venus Williams 
aren’t ready to tell the world 
when they will return to the 
tennis tour. The sisters, who 
own a combined 20 Grand 
Slam singles titles, declined 
to say on Thursday when they 


will compete next. 

Venus hasn’t played since Jan¬ 
uary because of a hip injury; 
Serena has been out since July 
after two foot operations, then 
blood clots in her lung. 

They were on adjacent courts 
on Thursday, offering coach¬ 
ing tips and playing points 
against kids aged 7 to 17 dur¬ 
ing a 45-minute clinic to help 
celebrate the 10th anniversary 
of the Southeast Tennis and 
Learning Center. 

“I’m feeling better. Just start¬ 
ing training. I’m a little later 
than I suspected and hoped,” 
said Serena, who resumed 
practicing a little more than 
two weeks ago. “But it’s go¬ 
ing steady. Slow and steady, I 
think, always works out when 
it’s a race.” Her last competi¬ 
tive match came when she 
won her fourth Wimbledon 
title last summer; she’s missed 
the last two Grand Slams. 


The next major is the French 
Open, which starts on May 22. 
“It’s a great event, and we 
definitely want to be there,” 
Venus said. “We just take it 
week by week, evaluating, 
and the good part is we both 
get better every week.” Both 
sisters moved around the court 
without any visible hitches on 
Thursday. Their connection to 
the center dates to before the 
$5.1 million facility was built, 
when former Washington D.C. 
first lady Cora Masters Barry, 
the center’s CEO, spoke to the 
Williams’ mother about plans 
for the center. Their older sis¬ 
ter, Isha Price, is a member of 
the center’s board. 

“The center is so important, 
because for us, it brings us full 
circle, growing up in Comp¬ 
ton, California. And coming 
back to here is similar, because 
we see young people who re¬ 
ally are us,” Venus said.Q 





































Celtics, Heat knew they were on collision course 



Philadelphia 76ers’ Elton Brand speaks with reporters Thursday, 
April 28, 2011, at the team’s NBA basketball training facility in 
Philadelphia. The 76ers’ season ended with a defeat to the Miami 
Heat in the first round of the NBA playoffs Wednesday. 

Associated Press 


MIAMI (AP) — Before this 
season started, the Miami 
Heat and Boston Celtics both 
suspected a matchup in the 
NBA playoffs was inevitable. 
Sure enough, they were 
absolutely correct. 

“It’s finally here,” Celtics 
forward Paul Pierce said. 

Want drama? This Eastern 
Conference semifinal series 
will have it in bunches. 
Miami’s Big 3 vs. Boston’s 
Big 3. Dwyane Wade getting 
a chance to end Boston’s 
season, after the Celtics 
knocked the Heat out in 2010’s 
opening round and sparked 
last summer’s whirlwind of 
Miami squad changes. LeBron 
James trying to avoid being 
eliminated by the Celtics for 
the third time in four years. 
Shaquille O’Neal potentially 
derailing the title hopes of a 
Heat franchise that he helped 


carry to the crown in 2006. 
Pierce, Ray Allen and Kevin 
Garnett perhaps girding up for 
one more championship run. 
“This is going to be a real 
series,” Celtics forward Glen 
Davis said on Thursday. “I 
don’t think no laughing will 
be going on.... It’s going to be 
a fight.” 

The best-of-seven series starts 
on Sunday in Miami. 

They danced around the topic 
for days, neither the Heat nor 
the Celtics wanting to say 
they were hoping to face off 
in the Eastern Conference 
semifinals, and certainly 
not saying it before Miami 
finished off its first-round 
series with the Philadelphia 
76ers. 

No need for caution anymore. 
The matchup the Heat, the 
Celtics — and probably most 
of the NBA — wanted is 


going to happen. 

“I think we always felt it 
would happen at some point,” 
James said. “We didn’t know 
if it was going to be first 
round, second round, Eastern 
Conference finals. But we 
always felt that at some point 
we would have to go through 
Boston and play Boston to get 
where we want to get. So it’s 
here now.” 

Celtics coach Doc Rivers 
echoed those sentiments. 

“We assumed, when they put 
this team together, at some 
point that if we wanted to put 
another banner up that we 
were probably going to have 
to go through them,” Rivers 
said. 

Boston won three of the four 
regular-season meetings. 
Two of the matchups came in 
the season’s first two weeks, 
when the Heat were still in the 
earliest processes of jelling. 

So it seems fitting — their 
seasons started against one 
another in Boston on Oct. 
26, and in one case, will end 
against the other. 

“This is what we came here 
for,” said Heat forward 
Chris Bosh, who’ll make his 
second-round debut in this 
series. “We’re still on our 
journey. And we know that we 
have a long way to go. And 
the reward is a battle with 
Boston. That’s going to be a 
long, long series. We have to 
start the process ... and just 
keep our heads in it, start 
getting mentally prepared for 
them.’Q 
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FILE - In this Aug. 21, 2010 file photo Jessica Hardy smiles after 
winning the women’s 50 meter freestyle final at the Pan Pacific 
Swimming Championships in Irvine, Calif. Hardy, who missed the 
Beijing Olympics because of a doping violation, has been cleared 
for the London Games after the International Olympic Commit¬ 
tee informed her on Thursday, April 28, 2011, that she would not 
be subject to a contentious rule that threatened her eligibility for 
2012. 


Associated Press 


US swimmer Hardy declared 
eligible for London 2012 

DENVER (AP) — U.S swimmer Jessica Hardy, who missed 
the Beijing Olympics because of a doping violation, has been 
cleared for the London Games after the International Olympic 
Committee told her she would not be subject to a contentious 
rule that threatened her eligibility. 

Hardy, a world champion in the breaststroke, was banned from 
the Beijing Games only a few weeks before they started after 
she tested positive for clenbuterol. 

She received a one-year suspension. But the IOC’s “Six Month 
Rule,” enacted shortly before Beijing, bars any athlete who 
been banned for more than half a year from the next Olympics. 
News of her reinstatement came on Thursday, a day after the 
IOC and U.S. Olympic Committee agreed to have the validity 
of that anti-doping rule tested at the Court of Arbitration for 
Sport. □ 
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Volleyhaller undergoing physical therapy in Brazil 


$25.- 


Paseo Herencia Mall (Palm Beach) Tel: 586 6388 



SAO PAULO (AP) — 

Brazilian doctors say U.S. 
volleyball player Stacy 
Sykora is improving and 
receiving physical therapy 
after suffering head injuries in 
a bus crash this month. 

Sykora, playing for Volei 
Futuro in the Brazilian league, 
had been in intensive care 
until a week ago following the 
April 12 crash. 

The Sirio-Libanes Hospital 
where she is being treated in 


Sao Paulo says in a statement 
on Thursday that Sykora 
was freed the day before for 
physical therapy. 

The statement didn’t indicate 
when she might be discharged 
from the hospital. 

It is uncertain if the 3 3-year- 
old Sykora will be able to 
play professionally again. She 
was member of the team that 
won the silver medal at the 
2008 Beijing Games, her third 
Olympics.□ 



STEAK. SEAFOOD. B.B.Q. & FUN! 


Ex-Hadicurari BBQ & Grill with the same owner’s. 
We do our own daily fishing so we serve the freshest 
seafood on the Island. 


Very reasonable price, exciting menu and 


NO SERVICE CHARGE 



Dinner from 5:30 -10:00 

Monday - Saturday 


FRESH CATCH £ SEAFOOD 


We are located close to the High-rise hotel's 
at walking distance . 

Call us for Catering Service and 
Private Party’s etc. 

RESERVATION SUGGESTED 




TEL: 586-7333 





IOC worried about flood control near Maracana 


RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — 

The Intemacional Olympic 
Committee has questioned 
Rio de Janeiro authorities 
on work being done to avoid 
flooding near Maracana, 
which will host the opening 
and closing ceremonies of the 
2016 Olympics. 

Rio State Transportation 
Secretary Julio Lopes says 
on Thursday an IOC member 
showed concern after heavy 
rains flooded the area around 
the stadium this week. 

Lopes reportedly told 
visiting IOC members that 
Rio Governor Sergio Cabral 
made guarantees that flooding 
won’t be an issue in 2016. 
Lopes was quoted by O Globo 
newspaper saying that local 



authorities reassured the “the members met Henrique 
problem will be solved.” Meirelles, who will head the 

The IOC’s two-day visit Olympic Public Authority.□ 
started on Wednesday, when _ 
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L G. Smith Boulevard • Opposited Container Harbour 

jjjfr Opera Saturday & Sunday: 8 a.m. to 5:30 p- m. 

^ Aruban Arts • Crafts • Souvenirs • T-Shirts • Watches 

Sunglasses • Silver • Delfts Blue • More than 100.000 articles! h 

BIG DADDY’S STAY FOR A FEW HOURS! 

Tell and bring your friends! - Taxis, Bus Tours • Easy & Constant Public Bus Transportation! 

D|pS ^Ull Be smart! Do what locals do! 


Best^shoppmg - Lowest prices ever/ 






Random^lllljyyiljlcredit from 
11:00 am. - 3:00 pm. for Slot Players. 


DOUBLE POWERBALL SATURDAY 


DOUBLE POINTS SUNDAY MONDAY 


Power’s confidence 
rising on IndyCar ovals 


FILE - In this April 10, 2011 
file photo, driver Will Power, 
of Australia, celebrates after 
winning the IndyCar Grand 
Prix of Alabama auto race 
at Barber Motorsports Park 
in Birmingham, Ala. In any 
other year, a late-race crash 
on a street course would 
have ramped up the pres¬ 
sure on Power with a bunch 
of ovals coming up. But now 
he’s comfortable on ovals, 
and he’s not about to let a 
small setback ruin his sea¬ 
son, even if it was caused by 
a teammate. 

Associated Press 

Running near the front on yet 
another street course, Will 
Power was in prime position 
to at least finish high if not 
win the IndyCar race at Long 
Beach this month. 

Instead, the Australian driver 
found himself scrambling to 
get back into the top 10 after 
Helio Castroneves, his Team 
Penske teammate, inexpli¬ 
cably barreled into the side 
of his car, sending it off the 
course. 

Any other year, a late-race 
crash on a street course might 
have ramped up the pressure 
on Power with a string of 
ovals coming up. 

More comfortable and con¬ 
fident on the courses that go 


around this season, Power is 
treating the contact with Cas¬ 
troneves with a shrug. Cer¬ 
tainly, he doesn’t want to be 
taken out by a teammate, but 
he’s not about to let a little 
hiccup ruin his season. 

“I’m basically looking at it in 
a different way,” Power said. 
“I keep thinking maybe I’m 
going to be competitive on the 
ovals, be right up there. I’ve 
just been more relaxed about 
it. It’s a better feel.” 

Power has been famously 
strong on IndyCar’s road and 
street circuits, winning seven 
times on non-ovals in the past 
two years and last season’s in¬ 
augural IndyCar road course 
championship.. □ 


Porto, Benfica on course to meet in Europa final 


Villarreal’s goalkeeper Diego Lopez, left, fouls FC Porto’s Ra- 
damel Falcao, from Colombia, in the penalty box during their 
Europa League semi-final, first leg soccer match at the Dragao 
Stadium, Porto, Portugal, Thursday, April 28,2011. Falcao scored 
4 goals in Porto’s 5-1 victory. 

Associated Press 


LONDON (AP) — An all- 
Portuguese Europa League fi¬ 
nal looks likely after Radamel 
Falcao’s four goals gave FC 
Porto a 5-1 victory over Vil¬ 
larreal as Benfica secured 
a 2-1 lead over Braga in the 
first leg of their semifinal on 
Thursday. Falcao took his Eu¬ 
ropa League tally this season 
to 15 with his latest goal burst, 
while Freddy Guarin added 
another for Porto, the newly 
crowned Portuguese champi- 
ons.Villarreal went in front on 
the stroke of halftime when 
Ruben “Cani” Garcia scored 
for the only non-Portuguese 
side still in the competition. 
The first all-Portuguese semi¬ 
final in a European competi¬ 
tion saw Jardel and Oscar 
Cardozo clinch Benfica’s win 
over Braga.Q 




Join us After Work 
EVERY DAY from 5 pm till... 
at 


EXCELSIOR 


CASINO 

R • l) ■ 


Beer & Wine 
House drinks < 
Premium Drinks 


Afl. 6.50 


Afl. 
Afl. 
Afl. 
Afl. 
Afl. 
Afl. 
Afl. 

All with Rice, French Fries and Potato Salad 
ALSO FOR TAKE AWAY 


Chicken Wings 
Spareribs 
Chicken Schnitzel 
Pork Sate 
Beef Kebab 
Fish Schnitzel 
Half Roast Chicken 


PROMENADE RESTAURANT 
Sun Plaza Mall - 583 8899 
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DNA tests link Southern leprosy cases to armadillo 


routinely hunted and ate them. 
While the work did not doc¬ 
ument direct transmission 


Cheaper eye drug proves 
as good as pricier one 


This Jan. 15, 2009 picture made available by the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department shows a nine-banded armadillo in Texas. 
With some genetic sleuthing, scientists have fingered a likely 
culprit in the spread of leprosy in the southern United States: the 
nine-banded armadillo. 

(AP Photo/Texas Parks and Wildlife, Chase A. Fountain) 


By ALICIA CHANG, 

AP Science Writer 
LOS ANGELES - With some 
genetic sleuthing, scientists 
have fingered a likely culprit 
in the spread of leprosy in the 
southern United States: the 
nine-banded armadillo. 

DNA tests show a match in 
the leprosy strain between 
some patients and these pre- 
historic-looking critters — a 
connection scientists had sus¬ 
pected but until now couldn’t 
pin down. 

“Now we have the link,” said 
James Krahenbuhl, who heads 
a government leprosy pro¬ 
gram that led the new study. 
Only about 150 leprosy cases 
occur each year in the U.S., 
mostly among travelers to 
places like India, Brazil and 
Angola where it’s more com¬ 
mon. The risk of getting lep¬ 
rosy from an armadillo is low 
because most people who get 
exposed don’t get sick with 
the ancient scourge, known 
medically as Hansen’s dis¬ 
ease and curable if promptly 
treated. 

Armadillos are one of the very 
few mammals that harbor the 
bacteria that cause the some¬ 
times disfiguring disease, 
which first shows up as an un¬ 
usual lumpy skin lesion. 
Researchers at the National 


Hansen’s Disease Programs 
in Baton Rouge, La., led an 
international team of sci¬ 
entists who published their 
findings in Thursday’s New 
England Journal of Medicine. 
They think it requires frequent 
handling of armadillos or eat¬ 
ing their meat for leprosy to 
spread. DNA samples were 
taken from 33 wild armadillos 
in Arkansas, Alabama, Loui¬ 
siana, Mississippi and Texas, 
where they’re sometimes re¬ 
ferred to as “hillbilly speed 
bumps” because they’re often 
run over by cars. 

Scientists also took skin bi¬ 
opsies from 50 leprosy pa¬ 
tients being treated at a Baton 
Rouge clinic. Three-quarters 
had never had foreign expo¬ 
sure, but lived in Southern 
states where they could have 
been exposed to armadillos. 
An analysis found that sam¬ 
ples from the patients and 
armadillos were genetically 
similar to each other and were 
different from leprosy strains 
found elsewhere in the world. 
The unique strain was found 
in 28 armadillos and 25 pa¬ 
tients. 

Of the 15 patients for whom 
researchers had information, 
seven said they had no contact 
with armadillos; eight said 
they did, including one who 


from animal to human, “the 
evidence is pretty convinc¬ 
ing that it happens,” said Dr. 
Brian Currie, an infectious 
disease expert at Montefiore 
Medical Center in New York, 
who had no role in the study. 
Leprosy remains a problem in 
tropical hot spots of the world 
with some 250,000 new infec¬ 
tions reported each year. Like 
tuberculosis, it can stay dor¬ 
mant for years before attack¬ 
ing the skin and nerves. 

While leprosy is infectious, 
it’s hard to catch. Those most 
at risk are family members 
who are in constant con¬ 
tact with an untreated per¬ 
son. Leprosy can’t be spread 
through casual contact such as 
handshaking, or sexual inter¬ 
course. The disease has long 
been misunderstood and those 
who contracted it were often 
shunned. Fear of its spread led 
some countries to quarantine 
people. False stories about 
fingers and toes falling off 
added to the stigma. 

The disease is curable with 
prompt treatment of antibiot¬ 
ics before complications set 
in. The drugs typically kill the 
bacteria within days and make 
it non-contagious. It usually 
takes a year or two to fully 
clear the germ from the body. 
If left untreated, leprosy can 
cause nerve damage so severe 
that people lose feeling in 
their fingers and toes, leading 
to deformity and disability. 
While the germ attacks the 
skin, hands and feet of hu¬ 
mans, it tends to infect the 
liver, spleen and lymph node 
of armadillos. 

“Leave the animals alone,” 
advised lead researcher Rich¬ 
ard Truman of the National 
Hansen’s Disease Programs. 

“I would not cuddle armadil¬ 
los,” said Dr. Warwick Britton 
of the University of Sydney 
in Australia, who had no con¬ 
nection with the study. □ 


By MARILYNN MARCHIONE, 

AP Medical Writer 

A much cheaper drug has proved just as good as a $2,000 
monthly shot to treat a common eye disorder that can lead to 
blindness, a long-awaited study has found. 

The results are expected to lead many doctors and patients to 
turn away from the pricier Lucentis and instead use $50 shots 
of Avastin for an age-related condition called wet macular de¬ 
generation. 

Vision improvement after one year was the same for those giv¬ 
en monthly shots of Avastin or Lucentis, the 1,200-patient study 
found. 

One concern: more serious adverse effects occurred among 
Avastin users. But they are not the type usually seen with these 
drugs, and only wider use and more study will tell whether one 
is safer than the other, eye experts said. 

The results are a blow to Roche’s Genentech unit, which sells 
both medicines. Avastin is a cancer drug that doctors have used 
for many years to treat the eye disease even though it is not 
approved for that purpose. Genetech later developed Lucentis 
for the eye disease, and it was approved in 2006. A company 
spokesman said Thursday that the company had no plans to 
seek approval to sell Avastin for eye use. 

Yet the results are a boon for patients and insurers because 
nothing prevents them from using the cheaper Avastin, eye spe¬ 
cialists said. Doctors who use it for the eye disease must get a 
pharmacist to prepare lower doses for injection rather than the 
intravenous way it’s used for cancer. 

“It’s always good news for patients when there are more than 
one option for a condition. It’s good news for the country. Now 
we have potential for significant savings at a time when the cost 
of health care is skyrocketing,” said Dr. Paul Sternberg, chair¬ 
man of the Vanderbilt Eye Institute. 

He had no role in the study, which was led by Maureen Magu¬ 
ire at the University of Pennsylvania. Results were published 
online Thursday by the New England Journal of Medicine and 
will be presented at an eye research conference on Sunday. 
Anyone wanting to use Lucentis now will have to justify its cost 
to insurers and policymakers, Dr. Philip Rosenfeld of Bascom 
Palmer Eye Institute at the University of Miami wrote in an edi¬ 
torial with the study. He has no ties to Genentech but has con¬ 
sulted for several other companies developing eye treatments. 
More than 250,000 Americans are treated for macular degen¬ 
eration each year, said Dr. Paul Sieving, director of the National 
Eye Institute, the federal agency that paid for the study. The 
disease occurs when abnormal blood vessel growth damages 
the part of the retina responsible for central vision, and the two 
drugs aim at a protein that spurs blood vessel growth. 

The drugs are injected through the white part of the eye into the 
central cavity. Numbing drops are used and patients generally 
feel pressure more than pain, Sternberg explained. 

“The first time you tell a patient they’re going to have to receive 
one they are taken aback and apprehensive, but they are remark¬ 
ably tolerated,” he said of the shots. 

In the study, patients were given one of four treatments: Avastin 
or Lucentis every four weeks, or Avastin or Lucentis on a vari¬ 
able schedule depending on response to the drug for one year.Q 
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Experts: Apple should’ve addressed coucerns sooner 


By BARBARA ORTUTAY, 
AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK - Apple should 
have responded much sooner 
to concerns about location data 
stored on its iPhones, even if 
the company didn’t have all 
the answers ready, marketing 
and crisis-management 

experts say. 

The company took a week 
to deny that the phones track 
the precise location of their 
owners, as some users and 
privacy watchdogs had feared. 
As soon as it started selling the 
devices, Apple should have 
said how it uses, or doesn’t 
use, location data, said Joe 
Marconi, a DePaul University 
marketing professor and 
author of “Crisis Marketing: 
When Bad Things Happen to 
Good Companies.” 

“The whole problem could 
have been a non-problem if 
Apple had done some kind 
of disclosure of this in some 
kind of a privacy statement,” 


he said. “Apple customers 
are fiercely loyal in a way 
we can say few (others) are 
today. With that comes a 
responsibility.” 

In a list of 10 questions and 
answers published Wednesday, 
the company explained that 
a data file publicized last 
week by security researchers 
doesn’t store iPhone users’ 
physical locations — just a 
list of Wi-Fi hotspots and cell 
towers surrounding them. 
Apple said the data help 
phones figure out their 
location without having to 
listen for faint signals from 
GPS satellites. 

The company did acknowledge 
that the data are stored for up 
to a year because of a software 
bug. It promised a fix in the 
coming weeks to reduce the 
duration of the storage. 

Larry L. Smith, president 
of the Institute for Crisis 
Management, a public 
relations company, said Apple 


should have said something 
sooner in some form, even if it 
didn’t have all the details right 
away. 

“To me there is no excuse to 
stonewall, to put off facing 
your customers, your partners, 
your shareholders, your 
employees,” he said. “When 
there is a problem, or an 
issue has been raised, it’s so 
counterproductive to put off 
responding.” 

Even a response of “I don’t 
know; I will get back to you” 
is better than none, he said. 
“You are not always going to 
have immediate answers.” 
Apple spokeswoman Natalie 
Kerris would not comment on 
why the company waited to 
respond. 

Speaking to The New York 
Times, CEO Steve Jobs 
defended the timing of Apple’s 
response, saying that the 
company wanted to determine 
exactly what happened rather 
than rush to its public relations 



We are OPEN for Unique Gifts, 
Fabulous Island tlothlng & Gorgeous 
Bathing Suits for the entire family 

Visit one, or all of our locations! 


T. H. PALM 
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Playa Linda Beach Resort, 
Open Daily 9:00am-l0:00pm 

We donate 2% of every purchase to support 
one of Aruba’s local charities. 

Thank you for helping us make a difference 
in our community! 

In the lobby of the Marriott 

Ocean Club, Open Daily 

9:00am-9:00pm 
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Beach, Open Daily 

10:00am-l 0:00pm 

We donate a percentage of every purchase to 

support one of Aruba’s local charities. 

Thank you for helping us make a difference 
in our community! 

Playa Linda Beach Resort, 
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Open Daily 9:00am-8:00pm 


Playa Linda Beach Resort, 
Open Daily 8:30am-7:30pm 



South Beach Centre, 

Open Daily 9:00am-10:00pm 


Palm Beach Plaza, 

Open Daily 10:00am-10:00pm 
Sunday 5:00pm-l 0:00pm 


The Mini Market in the lobby 
of the Mill Resort & Suites 
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In this April 18, 2011 photo, a customer tries an Apple iPhone 4 
at a Verizon store in Mountain View, Calif. Apple should have 
responded much sooner to concerns about location data stored on 
its iPhones, even if the company didn’t have all the answers ready, 
marketing and crisis-management experts say. 

(AP Photo/Paul Sakuma) 
department. us is we try to isolate it and 

“The first thing we always do find out if it is real,” he said.Q 
when a problem is brought to - 



< Charcoal 


The menu features authentic Spanish topas 
and entrees such OS delidoUS Seafood Paella) 
USbA fa&f Tenderloin & lieu) Zealand 
Lmh Chops from the charcoal y-iH. 


Open from 6.00pm - 10.30pm. Closed on Sundays and Wednesdays 
Reservation recommended 
For reservation call 520-1100 ext. 6154 


Visit us at our 
NEW location on 
La Cabana's Boardwalk 
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In this April 27, 2011 photo, Donald Vaneck, center, of Barclays 
Capital, works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, in 
New York. Federal Reserve assurances that the U.S. economic re¬ 
covery is still on track helped support European markets Thurs¬ 
day, April 28, despite some bleak economic data from post-earth¬ 
quake Japan. 

(AP Photo/Henny Ray Abrams) 

Stocks waver on weak 
reports on GDP, jobs 

By CHIP CUTTER, 

AP Business Writer 

NEW YORK - Stocks were narrowly mixed Thursday after 
the government said the U.S. economy slowed in the first three 
months of this year. 

The economy grew at a 1.8 percent annual rate in the January- 
March period. That’s the weakest showing since last spring 
when the European debt crisis reduced growth to 1.7 percent. 
Higher prices for oil and gas have constrained consumer spend¬ 
ing. 

More people applied for unemployment benefits for the first 
time last week. The increase, the second in three weeks, sug¬ 
gests that the job market remains sluggish. 

The Dow Jones industrial average rose 44 points, or 0.4 per¬ 
cent, to 12,736. 

The Standard & Poor’s 500 rose a point to 1,357. The Nasdaq 
fell 6, or 0.2 percent, to 2,864. 

Bond prices rose, sending yields lower. The yield on the 10- 
year Treasury note fell to 3.32 percent from 3.35 percent late 
Wednesday. Corporate earnings were mixed. Procter & Gamble 
Co. rose less than 1 percent after the maker of Tide detergent 
and Pampers diapers reported higher earnings but cut its earn¬ 
ings forecast for the year due to rising costs for raw materials. 
Sprint Nextel Corp. rose 6 percent. The company added twice 
as many wireless subscribers in the first quarter as analysts had 
expected. 

Viacom Inc. rose 3 percent. The owner of MTV and Paramount 
Pictures reported that its income grew 53 percent thanks to pop¬ 
ular shows such as “Jersey Shore” and an improved advertising 
market. 

Exxon Mobil Corp. fell 1 percent even after the oil giant re¬ 
ported its best quarterly earnings since 2008. The world’s larg¬ 
est publicly traded company earned $10.65 billion in the first 
quarter, up from $6.3 billion in the same period last year.Q 


Shoppers should 
gel ready to pay 
more at register 

By DAN SEWELL and 
SARAH SKIDMORE, 

AP Business Writers 
CINCINNATI - Households 
reeling from gasoline near $4 
also face bigger bills for ev¬ 
erything from changing their 
babies’ diapers to wiping their 
noses to treating themselves 
to ice cream. 

Major makers of everyday 
consumer products and gro¬ 
ceries say they have to raise 
prices to offset soaring costs 
for their fuel and the materials 
and ingredients that go into 
their products. 

Retailers are trying to pass 
that along at the cash register, 
adding pressure on a sluggish 
U.S. economic recovery. 

The list of companies saying 
this week that they are rais¬ 
ing prices is long: Kimberly- 
Clark Corp. (Huggies diapers, 
Kleenex facial tissue); Procter 
& Gamble Co. (Pampers dia¬ 
pers, Gillette shavers); Unile¬ 
ver PLC (Dove soap, Ben & 
Jerry’s ice cream); Colgate- 
Palmolive (toothpaste, soap); 
and PepsiCo Inc. (soft drinks, 
Frito-Lay snacks). 

Even as corporate results 
were being analyzed on Wall 
Street, the news about Main 
Street wasn’t encouraging. 
The U.S. Commerce Depart¬ 
ment reported that economic 
growth slowed in the first 
three months of the year, 
while unemployment benefit 
requests climbed again last 
week. 

So while companies have 
seen better results in the past 
year after battling for frugal 
shoppers with price cuts and 
discounts during the reces¬ 
sion, it might be tough to find 
much slack in many homes’ 
budgets. 

“There’s a fine line that these 
companies are going to have 
to work around,” said Jack 
Russo, an Edward Jones 
analyst. □ 


For the 37th straight day 

Oil rises as dollar falls, 
gas averages $3.89 

NEW YORK - Oil rose to nearly $ 114 a barrel in volatile trad¬ 
ing Thursday, pushed higher by a weaker dollar, before giving 
up most of its early gains. Gas pump prices rose for the 37th 
straight day. 

Benchmark West Texas Intermediate crude added 10 cents to 
settle at $112.86 per barrel on the New York Mercantile Ex¬ 
change after rising as high as $113.97. In London, Brent crude 
fell 11 cents to settle at $125.02 on the ICE Futures exchange. 
The dollar recovered some ground after hitting a 16-month low 
against the euro on Thursday. Oil generally rises as the dollar 
falls, because crude is priced in dollars and becomes more ap¬ 
pealing to buyers with foreign currencies as the dollar weakens. 
The dollar dropped after Fed chairman Ben Bemanke said 
Wednesday that interest rates will stay low “for an extended 
period.” Energy consultants Cameron Hanover said, “Traders 
saw his comments as being bullish for stocks (equities), com¬ 
modities and foreign currencies.” 

At the gas pump Thursday, the national average for a gallon of 
regular rose almost a penny, to $3.89. That’s 30 cents more than 
a month ago and $1.02 more than a year ago. The average is 
above $4 a gallon in eight states and the District of Columbia. 
Bernanke said he didn’t think gasoline prices will keep rising at 
the current pace, and he expects them to stabilize or fall eventu¬ 
ally. He didn’t say when, but some analysts think there are signs 
that pump prices will fall after rising for the next few weeks. 
Cameron Hanover notes that the Energy Department’s weekly 
petroleum report showed a big surge in imported oil. “It sug¬ 
gests that refiners are about to get serious about increasing run 
rates.” That means more gas will be available. Refineries have 
been running at lower rates for seasonal maintenance and to 
reformulate gasoline blends for summer driving. 

JP Morgan Global Commodities Research also sees refineries 
ramping up production soon. Gasoline supplies should increase 
just as high pump prices further discourage driving. MasterCard 
SpendingPulse’s weekly survey found drivers buying less gas 
in the past month compared to the same time a year ago. Q 



A part of a gas pipeline is seen on fire near the northern city of 
al-Arish April 27, 2011. Saboteurs blew up a pipeline running 
through Egypt’s NorthSinai on Wednesday that supplies gas to 
Israel and Jordan. 
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Exxon earns nearly $11B in IQ, best since ‘08 



FILE - In this Jan. 27, 2011 file photo, an Exxon sign is displayed 
atop a mini-market in Carnegie, Pa. Exxon said Thursday, April 
28, 2011, it earned nearly $11 billion in the first quarter, a perfor¬ 
mance that will likely land it in the center of the national debate 
over high gasoline prices. 

(AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, file) 


By CHRIS KAHN, 

AP Energy Writer 

NEW YORK - Exxon earned nearly $11 bil¬ 
lion in the first quarter, a performance likely to 
land it in the center of the national debate over 
high gasoline prices. 

The world’s largest publicly traded company 
said Thursday that higher oil prices boosted 
profits 69 percent from a year ago. The result 
was Exxon’s best since earning a record $14.83 
billion in 2008’s third quarter. 

Wall Street had been expecting sharply high¬ 
er earnings for oil companies. Oil prices rose 
17 percent in the quarter. But huge oil profits 
will aggravate drivers with gasoline prices av¬ 
eraging $3.89 per gallon nationally. President 
Obama wants to cut into some of those earn¬ 
ings by eliminating $4 billion in taxpayer sub¬ 
sidies for oil companies. 

Exxon is taking steps to dilute any potential 
furor over the results. On a company blog 
Wednesday, the company said that it has little 
control over the price of oil, which is now near 
$113 per barrel. It also noted that less than 3 
cents of every dollar it earns comes from the 
sale of gasoline and diesel fuel. 

That may not appease many motorists and poli¬ 
ticians, however. The price of a gallon of gas 
is already above $4 in 8 states and the District 
of Columbia. And on Thursday, the Commerce 


Department said economic growth slowed 
sharply in the first quarter, partly because of 
high gas prices. 

On the blog, Ken Cohen, Exxon Mobil Corp.’s 
vice president of public and government af¬ 
fairs, said the company was anticipating “the 
inevitable headlines and sound bites about high 
gasoline prices and what to do about them” af¬ 
ter the earnings were reported. In addition to 
the routine post-earnings conference call with 
analysts, Exxon is making Cohen available 
this afternoon for a separate call with members 
of the media. Exxon’s results followed strong 
profit gains by other oil companies. 

Europe’s largest oil company, Royal Dutch 
Shell PLC, reported $8.78 billion in first-quar¬ 
ter profits, up 60 percent from a year ago. BP 
PLC’s quarterly earnings rose 16 percent to 
$7.2 billion. ConocoPhillips said net income 
grew 43 percent to $3 billion and Occidental 
Petroleum Corp. said earnings climbed 46 per¬ 
cent to $1.55 billion. 

Chevron Corp., the second-biggest U.S. oil 
company, is expected Friday to report a 25 per¬ 
cent increase to $5.69 billion. 

Argus Research analyst Phil Weiss said oil 
companies will struggle to win over people as 
long as they’re making billions of dollars ev¬ 
ery quarter, even though he thinks the industry 
makes a reasonable argument.^ 



TOMORROW 


Don’t miss 20/20 Sunday! 

$20 CASH giveaways every 20 minutes 


Super 4-Card BINGO starting at 1pm! 

$6 for 4-Card BINGO! • 8 games to play! 

$1,000.00 in CASH PRIZES! 


Additional $500.00 CASH PRIZE in our Early Bird Drawing 
when you purchase your card prior to 12 noon! 


Sports Bar & Grill 

Open daily 6pm to 2am 
Happy Hour from 6 to 8pm 

* SPORTS ROOK 

Bet on all your favorite sports! 
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Where Aruba goes to play! 

Open daily IOam to 4am • J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 • 583.5000 • www.casinoalhambra.com 
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Britain braces for royal wedding’s king-sized bill 


By SYLVIA HUI, 

Associated Press 
LONDON - It may be the 
stuff fairytales are made of — 
but Prince William and Kate 
Middleton’s wedding comes 
with a hefty real-life price tag. 
And amid the nation’s joy, that 
has some Britons grumbling 
such lavishness is inappropri¬ 
ate for this age of austerity. 

For thousands of the newly un¬ 
employed, the poor struggling 
from slashed public services, 
and students facing sharp rises 
in university fees, there’s little 
to celebrate. The couple and 
palace officials have repeat¬ 
edly said they’re mindful of 
the tough environment. 

The nuptials on Friday will 
certainly not be on the scale of 
the all-out grandeur of Prince 
Charles and Lady Diana Spen¬ 
cer’s wedding in 1981, when 
the procession route to St. 
Paul’s Cathedral was much 
longer and the honeymoon 
lasted almost three months. 

No official figures for the 
wedding’s costs have been 


released. But palace officials 
did recently tell reporters that 
the total bill for William and 
Middleton’s nuptials will be in 
the six figures. 

The wedding won’t be as ex¬ 
pensive as people think, the 
palace stressed, because the 
monarchy already employs 
many of the people involved 
in the wedding, such as cater¬ 
ers and chefs for the cham¬ 
pagne reception. 

The wedding is not a state oc¬ 
casion — unlike, say, a coro¬ 
nation. That means the royal 
family is paying for most 
items on the wedding check¬ 
list: the flowers, the carriage 
procession, the dresses, the 
service, and the reception. 
Renting Westminster Abbey 
was free of charge, so a big 
chunk of the expenses will go 
to entertainment. Queen Eliz¬ 
abeth II is footing the bill for 
the post-wedding reception 
for about 650 guests at Buck¬ 
ingham Palace, while Wil¬ 
liam’s father, Prince Charles, 
will host the dinner for 300 


Friday evening. 

Although much public mon¬ 
ey already flows to Britain’s 
royal family — taxpayers sent 
the royal household 38 mil¬ 
lion pounds ($60 million) last 
year — the monarchy earns 
millions from its vast land and 
property portfolios. The royal 
family pays millions in tax on 
its earnings. 

Kate’s parents have agreed to 
chip in with a “private con¬ 
tribution,” though neither the 
amount nor the items they’re 
paying for is known. 

That leaves what the palace 
calls “consequential expens¬ 
es” — the substantial security 
costs. 

Taxpayers will be picking up 
the tab for the massive security 
operation, which include de¬ 
ploying 5,000 police officers. 
Because the day is declared a 
public holiday, the costs will 
be higher than usual as offi¬ 
cers will receive overtime. 
Those security costs are esti¬ 
mated to come to at least $11 
million. A comparable figure 


is the security costs for Pope 
Benedict XVI’s visit to Britain 
last year, which added up to 
about $18.7 million (12 mil¬ 
lion pounds). The wedding 
will inject some cash into the 
economy. Analysts predict it 
will provide a boost of up to 
1 billion pounds ($1.6 billion), 
largely through retail sales, 
hotel room bookings and the 
hospitality trade. Millions of 
Britons are planning street or 
private parties to celebrate, 
and that’s welcome news for 
pubs, food and alcohol sellers. 
But each public holiday also 
typically costs the economy 6 
billion pounds in lost produc¬ 
tivity — leaving a 5 billion 
pound shortfall. 

For London-based retailers, 
the day off could prove a boon 
as wedding-happy shoppers 
pack the aisles. But other busi¬ 
nesses, such as manufacturers, 
could see the day off as yet 
another blow following losses 
from a severe winter storm 
and a recent value-added tax 
hike. To make their big day 



Kate Middleton waves to 
the crowds gathered outside 
the Goring Hotel in London, 
Thursday April 28, 2011, 

ahead of her wedding to Brit¬ 
ain’s Prince William on Friday 
April 29. 

(AP Photo/Joel Ryan) 

less over-the-top than that of 
William’s parents, the prince 
and Middleton have chosen 
to wed at the abbey, making 
the parade route much shorter 
compared to St. Paul’s Ca¬ 
thedral on the other side of 
London. □ 



Join us today for Alhambra’s Heatwave of Cash! 
From 6pm to 10pm, we’re giving away $20 CASH 
to lucky Advantage players every 20 minutes. 

Cleo’s 2-F0R-1 Sunday - 

Enjoy buy 1 get 1 free specials at Cleo’s! 
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• TOMORROW • 

Don’t miss Monday Madness! 

FREE entry slot tournament starting at 7pm. 


Sports Bar & Bril! 

Open daily 6pm to 2am 
Happy Hour from 6 to 8pm 

SPORTS ROOK 

Bet on all your favorite sports! 
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Jackson’s mom hoping bouquets send message of love 



Katherine Jackson poses for a portrait in Calabasas, Calif., 
Wednesday, April 27,2011. Jackson is lending her name and floral 
tastes to arrangements being sold online in a venture that provides 
her some peace-of-mind in advance of the upcoming trial for the 
doctor accused of her son Michael Jackson’s death. 

(AP Photo/Matt Sayles) 



FILE - In this Jan. 13, 2011 
file photo, singer Ellie Gould- 
ing arrives at the 20011 Brit 
Awards Launch at Indig02, 
in London. Goulding has been 
selected to sing at the wedding 
reception of Prince William 
and Kate Middleton on Friday, 
April 29. 

(AP Photo/John Marshall, file) 

Rising Brit singer 
to perform at 
royal reception 

By N. MUMBI MOODY, 

AP Music Writer 
NEW YORK - British mu¬ 
sical talent Ellie Goulding is 
about to get a little more fa¬ 
mous: She’s been selected to 
sing at the wedding reception 
of Prince William and Kate 
Middleton. The information 
comes from someone famil¬ 
iar with preparations for Fri¬ 
day’s royal wedding who was 
not authorized to speak on the 
matter publicly. That person 
says the singer, a sensation 
in Great Britain, will perform 
Elton John’s “Your Song” 
as well as others from her 
own album. That person said 
Thursday the couple are big 
fans of Goulding and person¬ 
ally chose her as their wed¬ 
ding entertainment. □ 


By a. McCartney, 

AP Entertainment Writer 
CALABASAS, Calif. - Kath¬ 
erine Jackson isn’t looking 
forward to the upcoming trial 
of the doctor charged in con¬ 
nection with her son’s death. 
She says the pain of his loss 
nearly two years ago remains 
and the potential punishment 
for the physician doesn’t seem 
like it’s nearly enough. 

The matriarch of one of mu¬ 
sic’s most famous families 
isn’t planning any special 
preparations for the daily trek 
to a downtown Los Angeles 
courtroom where the trial be¬ 
gins May 9, but she says she’ll 
rely on her faith to carry her 
through. 

“I have mixed emotions,” she 
told The Associated Press 
in an interview this week. 
“Sometimes I think why have 
a trial if... the maximum sen¬ 
tence is only four years.” 

She has not spoken to Dr. Con¬ 
rad Murray, who has pleaded 
not guilty to involuntary man¬ 
slaughter, although she has 
seen him often from her seat 
at pretrial hearings in the case. 
“I’ll be there, but it just hurts 
me because my son is gone 
and for forever and this man 
is trying to get away and get 
off,” she said. “He needs to be 
punished.” 

Katherine Jackson spoke at 
her new hilltop house in Cala¬ 
basas, a community 10 miles 
west of the Jackson’s longtime 
San Fernando Valley home, 
which is being renovated. 
White roses have been planted 


to be seen when looking out 
the back windows into the 
valley below, and flower beds 
line the walkways and the out¬ 
side of the house — one of 
the requests Jackson said she 
made for the property when 
she arrived. 

Flowers have always been 
a source of joy for the soft- 
spoken woman in her 80s, 
prompting smiles and excited 
descriptions of her favorite 
plants and blooms. 

She recently extended her flo¬ 
ral passion beyond her own 
garden, consulting on and 
endorsing a line of floral ar¬ 
rangements being sold online. 
Jackson said she hopes the 
venture will help others show 
their love for one another. 

“I think flowers speak a thou¬ 
sand words,” she said with a 
smile. 

The retailer, sendherflowers. 
com, is hoping the $49-and- 
up arrangements with names 
such as “Precious,” “Field of 
Love” and “Dynasty” will be 
a hit for Mother’s Day. And 
Jackson hopes people will use 
them for any occasion, with 
plans to change the arrange¬ 
ments through the seasons. 

As a devout Jehovah’s Wit¬ 
ness, Katherine Jackson does 
not celebrate Mother’s Day 
or many of the holidays that 
prompt people to buy flow¬ 
ers. But her famous children 
still send Mom bouquets with 
some of her favorite blooms, 
including tulips and azaleas. 
“They know I don’t celebrate 
all the holidays, but they send 


them anyway,” she said. 

Her son Michael would send 
her flowers at least once a 
month, she said, including a 
large arrangement after his 
acquittal on child molestation 
charges in 2005. 

In the days after his death, 
flowers poured into the fam¬ 
ily’s home and Katherine 
Jackson says they carried with 
them a message she immedi¬ 
ately understood and appreci¬ 
ated — she was not alone. 
“They felt my pain,” she said 
of the outpouring from fans 
and supporters. “It meant a 
lot to me. And at that time, I 
needed all of that to know the 
world was with me, the world 
felt my pain. 

Her son’s death at age 50 has 
thrust Katherine Jackson back 
into the role of mother. She 
is the guardian and caretaker 


of the singer’s three children, 
who range in ages from 9 to 
14. 

Raising children in the Inter¬ 
net age poses a whole new set 
of challenges, she said, but 
her strategy hasn’t changed. 
She said she still believes you 
have to show children respect, 
keep promises, and give them 
spiritual grounding. “Raise 
them with a conscience,” she 
said. 

Discipline is key, but she ad¬ 
heres to a simple philosophy 
— “Discipline with love.” It 
was a lesson she said her son 
Michael apparently heeded. 
After the singer’s death, Kath¬ 
erine Jackson went to his 
home to clean up. There, she 
found several reminders he 
had scribbled to himself. 

“He had notes around,” she 
recalled. “’Discipline with 
love.”Q 


NEED CASH TODAY? 


PAWN OR SELL YOUR GOLD 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Blondie 
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Mother Goose & Grimm 


FAVORITE 
^ MINT 
CHOCOLATE 



r OQQ KNOW, OF COURSE 
CHOCOLATE IS TOXIC 
TO POOS AMP CAN 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ 4 / 26 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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Monday’s Puzzle Solved 
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ACROSS 

1 Plead 

4 Act division 

9 Cougar 

13 Thought 

15 Series of links 

16 Lower Saxony 
town 

17 Slant; prejudice 

18 _ a clue; 
doesn’t know 

19 Italy’s capital 

20 School year 
division 

22 Recognize 

23 Pen _; 
pseudonym 

24 In _; filled with 
wonder 

26 Pitcher’s 
delight 

29 Mosque towers 

34 Stretch, as 
one’s neck 

35 Compact _; 
CDs 

36 Large container 

37 Assistant 

38 Theater 
walkway 

39 MasterCard 
alternative 

40 Island garland 

41 See eye to eye 

42 Desert plants 

43 Not as firm 

45 Left suddenly 

46 Permit 

47 _ pop; soft 
drink 

48 Hairless 

51 Emergency 
vehicle 

56 Salt Lake City’s 
state 

57 Exhausted 

58 _ up; refuse to 
continue talking 

60 _ Scotia 

61 Wear away 

62 France’s dollar 

63 Argument 

64 Seamstress 

65 Lawn tree 

DOWN 

1 Baby’s 
accessory 


2 Blue-pencil 

3 Equipment 

4 Plot 

5 Run after 

6 From _ to 
west 

7 Bedtime on a 
school night, 
perhaps 

8 Doorway 

9 Spider-Man’s 
surname 

10 Perched atop 

11 Brief note 

12 Once again 

14 Ridiculous 

21 Create 

25 “When I _ a 
lad...” 

26 Burn, as milk 

27 One who 
attempts 

28 Standard car 
feature 

29 Money hoarder 

30 _ of Wight 

31 Boot out 

32 Single bite 

33 Prim; stuffy 


35 Urgent 

38 Stirs up; upsets 

39 Curtain topper 

41 Make fun of 

42 Concluding 
musical section 

44 Passe 

45 More daring 
47 Napped leather 


48 Round rolls 

49 Sitting upon 

50 Molten rock 

52 Deep mud 

53 Forehead 

54 Classic board 
game 

55 British peer 
59 Female parent 


©2011 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 












































































































































































































































































































































































































Services & Classifieds 


CLASSIFIED 188, 

Affordable 
and 

Effective 


Friday, Aoril 29. 2011 


US$8.50 (AWG. 15.00) for 3 (three) days with a maximum of 30 words. We accept submissions until 5pm (Monday - Friday). 
Email: classifieds@aruhatodav.com Credit Cards Acceptable. We would he happy to email you our credit card form. 


Nanny 


Local Nanny / Tutor available 
from Monday to Friday with 
own transportation. 

For informacion please 
call 565-0872 

____190935 

Godgifted Healer 

Mother Nora help with all 
problems of live help in love 
separation return lovers. 
Remove stress - negativeties 
Call enemies name for a good 
tomorrow. Garateed resolved in 
24 hour resolved. Call: (305) 
933-9668 

190936 


For Sale 

At Casa del Mar 
Presidential 2 bdr / 2bath 

wk39-1411 $6800 
wk41 -1505 $9000 
wk42-1419 $9000 
murielhver@aol.com 

Tel: 1-631-366-0228 

190745 

For Sale 

Marriott Ocean Club Platinum 
Season 

1 bedr. oceanfront $22,000 

2 bedroom oceanview $23,000 
e-mail:jwkjuice@aol.com 

USA 937-609-2080 

190919 


For Sale/Rent For Rent 


Time Shares for sale/rent by 
owner, wk 20 La Cabana 1 br 
May 12rm 22c. 

wk 25 Tropicanan 1 br June 18 
wk 25 Playa Linda studio June 
19. need offers. 

For more information please 
call: 508-651-0016 e-mail: 
rmwjmw@ad.com 


Summer vacation special aruba 
beach club & more April- Sept, 
wk 16 April 16-23] 
wk 17 April 23-30 
untill wk 33 aug. 13-20 
units 4pers $675 pw 
units 5pers $860 pw 
units 6 pers $1050pw 
inf: 583-4403 / 560-3297 

190909 


The Royal Wedding 

Prince William & Catherine Middleton 




Today Friday 29 April 2011 at Westminster Abbey 

The marriage of Prince William and Catherine 
Middleton has been described by some as 
"the biggest wedding of the century". As such, 
broadcasters here in Australia have been 
pitching for your viewership. 

Each network claims to offer something 
different in terms of coverage, promising 
among other things the best footage, the 
most experienced commentators, and a 
balance of information and entertainment. 

In order to help you decide which 
broadcast(s) to watch, we've outlined and 
summarised each network's plans. We will 
also keep you up-to-date here and on Twitter 
with any last-minute changes and further 
amendments that could affect your television 
viewing 



cll'iuclys yomr best option 


IVlcariott Ocean Club 

1 Bedroom Platinum Ocean front 

1 Bedroom Platinum Ocean View 
2Bedroom Platinum Ocean View 

2 Bedroom Ocean Front 

IVIarriott Surf Club 
2Bedroom Platinum Garden View 
2Bedroom Platinum Ocean View 
2Bedroom Platinum Ocean Side 

2 Bedroom Platinum Ocean Front 

3 Bedroom Platinum Ocean View 

La Cabana Beach And Raquet Club 
1 Br wk 1 3 Room 342 Pool/ocean view 
1 bedroom wk 15 room 241A Ocean view 
1 Br wk 1 4 Room 340 C pool/ocean view 

Studio wk 1 8/1 9 Room 1 1 2B pool/ocean view $4500 each 

Studio wk 16 room 1 06B pool/ocean $6000 

Divi Phoenix Beach Resort 
4tudio wk 14 room 504 ocean view $6000 

Studio wk 18 Room 803 ocean view $6500 

Studio wk 15 room 404 ocean view $6000 

Studio wk 15 room 403 oce an view $6000 

1 Br wk 1 6 room 1 205 Ocean View $1 0000 

lbr wk 16 room 103 beach front $6000 

Occidental Resort 

2Br Supreme wk 2/17 Ocean Front $22000 

3Br wk 2/17 Ocean Front $50000 

Playa Linda Beach Resort 

2Br wk 13 Room 632 Pool Ocean View $23000 

1 Br wk 1 3 Room 344 Ocean View $15000 

Dutch Village 

Studio wk 17 Room 126 Pool/View $5000 

Dlvi Village 

2Br wk 16 Room 3503 Ocean View $10000 

Divi Links 

2Br wkl5/16 Room 4125/4126 mainfloor 8 hole 2 stories$65000 

Pardise Beach Villas 

2Br wk 15 room 301 pool/ocean 
1 Br wk 1 8 room 1 03 pool/ocean view 

Amsterdam Manor 

2Br wk 1/52 whole year room 213 

Renaissance Siutes 

1 Br wk 1 3 Room 2521 Pool/Ocean View 
1 Br wk 1 3 Room 21 37 Pool/Ocean View 
1 Br wk 1 6 Room 2550 Ocean Front 

The IWIill Resort 

2Br wk 14 room 234 B/C pool/view 

Riu Palace 

1 Br wk 1 4 room 348 pool/ocean view 
lbr wk 14 room 368 Pool/Ocean view 
IBr wk 15 Room 542 Pool/Ocean View 
2Br wk 15 Room 349/350 pool/ocean view 

La Qiunta Beach Resort 

1 Br wk 1 4 Room 1 03 pool/ocean View 

Tiera Del sol 

House 2Bedroom 2Bath. Big Gorge Big Patio Full Airco 


$8500 

$7000 

$550000 

$9500 

$9500 

$9000 

$8000 


$6000 

$6000 

$6000 

$8500 

$7000 


Water Heather 


$531000 



Motivated sellers! 

Prices are dropped to unheard of levels! 

2 Prime Palma Real Condos 
near Hotels & Beaches! 

Gated comm, with 24/7 
security, pools, clubhouse, 2 
bdr/ 2 bath. Qualifies for 
Rental Program: 5% 
return! Ask for details! 

Condo $ 249 k. 

House $ 299 k!! 


luxurious Fixer Upper WALK 
to Beaches & Golf course. 
Large pool, stone patio + bar, 

2 apartments, 4 bdr, D.R, 
Huge L/R, huge master suite 
w/ Jacuzzi & balcony with 
amazing view. Drastically 
reduced to $45k! 
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Lets 

STOP VIOLENCE m 
ABUSE 

Tel: 583-5400 




DOCTOR ON DUTY 

DIA 29 APRIL 

Dr. Angela 

. ' DIA 30 APRIL 

Dr. v/d Linde 


Pharmacy on duty 

ORANJESTAD: 


Di Serv. Noord N.V. Tel: 586-4616 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


San Nicolas N.V. Tel: 584-5712 


Police 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
Savaneta 
San Nicolas 


581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 


Emergency 

Numbers 


Emergency 
Police 
Fire Dept. 

Fire Dept. II 
Police Tipline 
Hospital 





Oranjestad 

582-1234 
582-4000 


Ambulance 

Police 


San Nicolas 


Ambulance 

Police station 

BGD San Nicolas 
Valero Security 

584-5050 

584-5000 

584-1606 

584-1720 

Services 

Information 

118 

Setar 

582-5151 

Taxi 

582-2116 

Taxi- Tas 

587-5900 

Profesional Taxi 

588-0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587-2300 

Service Aruba 

583-3232 


Cruise Ship 

29 April - Sea Princess 


2 May Island Princess 
2 May Celebrity Const. 
2 May Statendam 
2 Ocean Dream 

7 May Coral Dream 



Aruba Airport Tel:524-2424 

American Airlines Tel: 582-2700 
Avianca Tel: 588-0059 

Dutch Antilles Tel: 588-1900 

Insel Air Tel: 588-9314 

Jet Blue Tel: 588-2244 

Spirit Airlines Tel: 582-7117 

Suriname Airways Tel: 582-7896 
Tiara Air Tel: 588-4272 

Venezolana Tel: 583-7674 

Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 

pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 

Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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B14 SCIENCE 


mm 


Blowout could spill 58 million gallons in Arctic 



This undated handout artist rendering provided by the Shell Oil 
Company shows a graphic of Shell’s Alaska subsea containment 
system for those water depths. 

(AP Photo/Shell Oil Company) 


By DAN JOLING, 
Associated Press 
ANCHORAGE, Alaska - 

The federal agency oversee¬ 
ing offshore drilling in Alaska 
says the worst-case scenario 
for a blowout in the Chukchi 
Sea lease could result in a spill 
of more than 58 million gal¬ 
lons of oil into Arctic waters. 
That’s about a quarter of the 
Deepwater Horizon spill, 
which put 206 million gallons 


of oil into the Gulf of Mexico. 
But it’s far more than Shell Oil 
— the major leaseholder in 
waters off Alaska’s northwest 
coast — says it could handle 
under its current response 
plan. 

When applying for explorato¬ 
ry permits, Shell was required 
to prepare for a maximum spill 
of 231,000 gallons per day. 
The company says its fleet of 
on-site responders — includ¬ 


ing boats, barges, skimmers, 
and a tanker that can hold 21 
million gallons of recovered 
liquids — can handle a spill of 
504,000 gallons per day. 

But according to the memo 
prepared by the Alaska office 
of the Bureau of Ocean En¬ 
ergy Management, Regulation 
and Enforcement, a worst- 
case scenario blowout could 
initially discharge about 2.6 
million gallons per day. 

Shell has consistently said that 
the chance of a blowout in the 
area’s relatively shallow wa¬ 
ters is minimal. 

Shell Alaska spokesman Cur¬ 
tis Smith said Wednesday the 
company has not seen the 
agency’s spill scenario. Shell 
would revise its response plan 
for wells it wants to drill if 
the agency required different 
numbers, he said. 

“Where the bar is, we stand 
ready to exceed it,” Smith 
said. 

However, Shell does not ex¬ 
pect wells of the flow rate list¬ 
ed the worst-case scenario for 
many years into the project, 
Smith said. 

“We do not currently have 
plans to drill into deep, high 
pressure reservoirs,” he said. 
The company anticipates drill¬ 
ing in 120 to 150 feet of water 
to depths of up to 10,000 feet. 
The Deepwater Horizon rig 
operated about a mile below 
the water surface and drilled 
nearly 3.5 miles below the 
ocean floor. 


The discharge at the hypothet¬ 
ical well in the report would 
decline rapidly as the oil res¬ 
ervoir depressurized and fall 
to about 790,000 gallons per 
day after a month, according 
to the report from the agency 
formerly known as the Miner¬ 
als Management Service. 

But the cumulative discharge 
over the quickest period esti¬ 
mated for drilling a relief well 
— a span of 39 days — would 
mean a discharge of 58.1 mil¬ 
lion gallons into environmen¬ 
tally sensitive Arctic waters. 
Shell says it can deploy a con¬ 
tainment system within two 
weeks, including a cap for a 
subsea blowout and a con¬ 
tainment dome. Company of¬ 
ficials also have continuously 
said Shell would ramp up spill 
response capability as explor¬ 
atory wells progress into pro¬ 
duction. 

Environmental groups op¬ 
posed to drilling say the fed¬ 
eral agency’s hypothetical 
well blowout must be taken 
seriously. 

“It’s not entirely hypothetical 
because it’s in the lease area,” 
said Lois Epstein of The Wil¬ 
derness Society in Anchorage. 
“And we don’t have infor¬ 
mation about where exactly 
Shell is planning to drill in the 
Chukchi, nor do we have their 
own modeling information, 
which needs to be verified.” 
Shell has spent more than $3.5 
billion in Alaska outer conti¬ 
nental shelf drilling, including 


$2.1 billion for leases in the 
Chukchi Sea in a 2008 lease 
sale, but has little to show for 
it because of court challenges 
or failure to obtain permits. 
The company in February 
dropped plans for exploratory 
drilling in the Beaufort Sea off 
Alaska’s north coast during 
the short open water season 
this year after an Environmen¬ 
tal Protection Agency review 
board granted an appeal of 
Shell’s air permit. 

More than air quality, however, 
is the fear of that a spill could 
damage marine waters and the 
people and animals that de¬ 
pend on them. Environmental 
groups have said federal agen¬ 
cies have routinely granted 
permits for seismic tests and 
other spinoffs of industrial 
activity that could be harmful 
to whales, polar bears, walrus 
and seals already stressed by 
climate warming and less sea 
ice. Critics also claim federal 
agencies routinely accepted 
oil company claims that the 
chance of a catastrophic spill 
in Arctic waters is minimal. 
The Minerals Management 
Service, already the target of 
lawsuits for its decisions in the 
Arctic, was reorganized and 
renamed after the Deepwater 
Horizon disaster. 

In one of those lawsuits, U.S. 
District Court Judge Ralph 
Beistline of Anchorage in July 
ruled that the federal govern¬ 
ment failed to follow envi¬ 
ronmental law before it sold 
leases in the Chukchi in 2008. 
Ocean Energy Management 
officials in March announced 
that as part of the court-or¬ 
dered environmental review, 
they would study how a “very 
large oil spill” would affect 
the Chukchi. They also em¬ 
phasized that calculation of a 
“very large oil spill” differs 
from “worst case discharge” 
at a specific well site picked 
by an oil company. □ 
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Martinelli: Obama espera ratificar TIC antes de agosto 


agresiones cometidas contra 
lideres sindicales. 

La oficina comercial es- 
tadounidense (USTR por sus 
siglas en ingles) dijo la sema- 
na pasada que esta lista para 
sostener reuniones tecnicas 
con legisladores sobre la rati- 
flcacion del tratado de libre 
comercio (TLC) con Panama, 
estancado desde 2007 por te- 
mores de algunos sectores so¬ 


bre la rigurosidad del sistema 
financiero panameno. 

A1 hablar con reporteros du¬ 
rante el encuentro, Obama 
elogio a Martinelli por su 
liderazgo en la resolution de 
varios temas que habian es¬ 
tancado el tratado de libre co¬ 
mercio entre los dos paises. 
Estados Unidos habia solicita- 
do como paso previo a la ratifi- 
cacion del TLC un acuerdo de 


ESTADOS UNIDOS (AP) 
- El presidente Barack 
Obama expreso a Ricardo 
Martinelli su expectativa 
de ratificar los tratados de 
libre comercio con Panama, 
Colombia y Corea del Sur 
antes de que el congreso ini- 
cie su receso veraniego el 8 
de agosto, dijo el jueves el 
mandatario panameno. 

Martinelli dijo a The Associ¬ 
ated Press tras visitar la Casa 
Blanca que Obama no le dio 
una fecha especifica para la 
aprobacion, porque el tratado 
con Panama “va a ir junto a 
los tratados de Corea del Sur y 
Colombia. Van a ir los tres si- 
multaneamente (al Congreso) 
pero no en un paquete, seran 
debatidos por separado”. 
Legisladores republicanos 
han amenazado con paralizar 
cualquier aspecto de la politi- 
ca comercial si el gobiemo de 
Obama no envia al Congreso 
simultaneamente antes del 1 
de julio los tratados con Pan¬ 
ama, Colombia y Corea del 
Sur. Estados Unidos finalizo 
el acuerdo con Corea del Sur 
en noviembre y acordo este 
mes un plan de action en el 
que Colombia se compro- 
mete a adoptar 18 medidas 
para reforzar la protection de 
derechos laborales y combatir 
la impunidad que rodea a las 


Colombia descarta desabastecimiento 
alimentos por lluvias 


COLOMBIA (AP) - El ministro de Agricul- 
tura Juan Camilo Restrepo afirmo el mier- 
coles que Colombia no enfrenta desabastec¬ 
imiento de alimentos por las intensas lluvias 
que azotan el pais pero en caso de detectarse 
la escasez de un producto se importara. 

“Estamos haciendo un monitoreo diario de los 
precios y de los abastecimientos. Hasta el mo- 
mento lo que hemos visto es que hay aumentos 
(de precios) mas asociados a problemas de vias 
y carreteras que a desabastecimiento. En mu- 
chas regiones no se pueden sacar los productos 
agricolas a los mercados no porque no existan, 
sino porque no hay carreteras”, dijo Restrepo 
citado en un comunicado del ministerio. 
Restrepo aseguro que aprovechando un viaje 
esta semana de una comision tecnica del minis¬ 
terio a Venezuela, para evaluar varios acuerdo 
ya firmados, “si es del caso traer algunos pro¬ 
ductos de alia para aca para atender esta emer- 
gencia, es perfectamente viable”. 

Entre los productos que podrian llegar desde la 


vecina nation y para destinarlas a zonas fron- 
terizas serian frijoles negros, dijo. Debido a las 
intensas lluvias desde fines del ano pasado en 
Colombia, el gobierno anuncio en diciembre 
la importation a partir de febrero del 2011 de 
unas 40.000 toneladas de arroz. Colombia con¬ 
sume anualmente unas 2,4 millones de tonela¬ 
das, segun ha dicho la Federation Nacional de 
Arroceros. 

Por las lluvias muchas vias se han visto blo- 
queadas o destruidas por derrumbes y de cre- 
cidas de rios. Solo en el segundo semestre del 

2010 al menos 30.000 de los 131.619 kilomet- 
ros de vias del pais sufrieron algun dano por 
los aguaceros, segun han dicho las autoridades. 
El mas reciente informe de la Direccion Nacio¬ 
nal de Atencion y Prevention de Desastres, del 
Ministerio del Interior, indico que las lluvias en 

2011 han provocado la muerte de 95 personas 
y al menos otras 223.000 estan damnificadas. 
Segun la Direccion, los datos no son compa¬ 
rables a los del 2010 porque de enero a abril del 
ano pasado no se presentaron lluvias.Q 


Los presidentes de Estados Unidos Barack Obama, derecha, se reunio con el mandatario de Panama, 
Ricardo Martinelli, en la Oficina Oval de la Casa Blanca en Washington, Estados Unidos, el jueves 
28 de abril del 2011. 

(AP Foto/Carolyn Raster). 
intercambio de information 
fiscal con Estados Unidos, y 
reformas laborales para ga- 
rantizar que companias en la 


zona economica especial de 
Barn no esten exentas de pro- 
tecciones a derechos laborales 
clave y que las zonas francas 
en general operen de manera 
igualitaria. 

Obama tambien subrayo la 
importancia de Panama en 
la seguridad regional y en la 
promotion de la democracia 
en America Latina. 
“Conversamos sobre como 
podemos cooperar no solo 
en las interdicciones de dro- 
gas, sino tambien en ayudar 
a otros paises en la region a 
ampliar su capacidad (opera- 
tiva)”, dijo Obama. 

Tras su encuentro con Obama, 
Martinelli se reunio con la 
secretaria de Estado, Hillary 
Clinton. 

Su visita de tres dias a Wash¬ 
ington incluyo ademas en¬ 
cuentro con la secretaria de 
Seguridad Nacional Janet 
Napolitano, el presidente del 
Banco Mundial Robert Zoel¬ 
lick y planea el viernes partic- 
ipar en una sesion extraordi- 
naria del Consejo Permanente 
delaOEA.Q 


BRASIL (AP) - El primer avion no tripulado de Brasil es in- 
capaz de participar en misiones de combate al narcotrafico, 
para lo que fue adquirido, debido a falta de combustible, 
informo el jueves la policia 
federal. 

Una vocera de la policia federal 
dijo que el avion fabricado en Is¬ 
rael ha permanecido en tierra des¬ 
de hace mas de un mes, cuando 
llego a Brasil, porque nadie pre- 
sento una oferta para suministrar 
combustible a la aeronave. 

El avion se encuentra cerca de la 
ciudad meridional de Foz de Igua- 
cu. “No hubo postores porque el valor del contrato era demasia- 
do pequeno”, dijo la portavoz, quien se nego a ser identificada, 
en cumplimiento de la regulation interna. 

El uso de aviones no tripulados para combatir el trafico de dro- 
gas y armas constituyo una gran promesa de campana emitida el 
ano pasado por la entonces candidata presidencial Dilma Rous- 
seff. La vocera dijo que la aeronave volara con combustible 
proporcionado por companias que abastecen a otras aeronaves 
del Departamento de la Policia Federal. 

Anadio que la policia federal queria contar con un proveedor 
exclusivo para los aviones no tripulados. Se nego a dar mas de- 
talles. De acuerdo con la edition del jueves del diario Folha de 
S. Paulo, la policia federal queria un proveedor de 12.000 litros 
de combustible para un ano. 

En el 2015, se espera que Brasil invierta 540 millones de reales 
(342 millones de dolares) en 15 aviones no tripulados y cuatro 
estaciones de control en tierra, informo el rotativo. □ 


La vocera dijo que 
la aeronave volara 
con combustible 
proporcionado 
por companias 
que abastecen a 
otras aeronaves del 
Departamento de la 
Policia Federal. 
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